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ADDRESS  I. 


FIEST  SUNDAY  IX  ADVENT,  1878. 


Ix  speaking  to  you  as  Communicants,,  I  take 
for  granted  that  the  foundation-work  has  been, 
through  God's  infinite  mercy,  accomplished. 

But  however  far  you  may  ha\re  advanced  in 
the  Christian  life,  read  over  and  over  again  that 
wonderful  Office  of  Holy  Communion,  in  your 
Prayer-Book.  Study  the  warnings  and  encour 
agements  of  those  exhortations ;  asking  your 
selves  how  far  you  know  what  it  is  to  confess 
your  sin  to  GOD,  and  have  realized  the  fulness  of 
the  Reconciliation,  that  has  been  accomplished 
through  JESUS  CHRIST. 

And  recall  past  Teaching.  Each  course  of 
Advent^  Teaching  to  Communicants  is  intended,  as 
it  were,  to  build  upon  that  which  has  preceded  it. 
We  cannot  rest  satisfied  with  what  GOD  has  taught 
us  in  the  past ;  "  forgetting  those  things  which 
are  behind,"  we  are  to  be  ever  "  reaching  forth 
unto"  some  new  teaching,  some  new  revelation, 
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out  of  the  inspired  volume  of  Holy  Scripture.* 
Yet,  in  another  sense,  we  are  to  remember  the 
past ;  treasuring  up  each  portion  of  GOD'S  Truth 
that  the  HOLY  SPIRIT  has  brought  out  for  us  in 
former  years  from  that  storehouse  of  wisdom  and 
knowledge,  the  Holy  Bible.-f- 

Last  Advent,  you  remember,  we  were  led  to 
consider  together  some  of  the  special  privileges 
and  blessings  of  Holy  Communion.  J 

And  now,  give  me  your  attention,  while  I  try, 
depending  upon  GOD  the  HOLY  SPIRIT,  to  bring 
before  you  the  special  thought  which  He  seems 
to  suggest  to  us,  this  Advent : — "  the  Communion 
of  Saints,  a  help  to  the  higher  life" 

It  is  obvious,  as  our  starting-point,  that  we, 
as  Communicants,  have  the  choice  of  living  either 
a  higher  or  a  lower  life. 

But  here,  let  me  guard  you  against  a  miscon 
ception.  Satan  has  two  ways  of  deceiving  man 
kind:  by  denying  GOD'S  Truth,  or  by  substituting 
a  counterfeit.  He  persuades  us  that  some  great 
Truth  of  GOD'S  "Word,  which  GOD  intended  us  to 
lay  hold  of,  and  to  assimilate  in  our  inmost  being, 
is  but  a  figment  of  our  own  imagination  !  Or 
else,  if  unable  thus  to  make  us  believe  that  GOD 
is  untrue,  he  presents  to  us  some  counterfeit  of 
that  great  reality. 

So  is  it,  in  reference  to  this  truth  of  the 
"  higher  life."  Satan  persuades  some  souls  that 
there  is  no  such  thing ;  they  ask :  "  What  do 

*  Phil.  iii.  12-16.    Heb.  vi.  1.  t  Heb.  ii.  1. 

J  See  "Two  Addresses  to  Communicants."  (Wells 
Gardner.} 
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you  mean  by  it  ?  What  can  I  do,  more  than  I 
am  now  doing?"  And  then  comes  the  well- 
known  recapitulation  of  the  ordinary  duties  of 
morality,  with  the  coping-stone  of  an  occasional 
Communion ! 

But  if  he  has  failed  to  persuade  us  that  there 
is  no  reality  in  that  higher  life  of  which  GOD 
speaks,  then  he  offers  a  counterfeit.  He  takes 
some  outward  relation  of  life,  some  external 
condition ;  for  instance,  those  who  are  living  in 
Sisterhoods,  those  who  have  no  earthly  ties ;  and 
he  says  that  only  those  who  are  living  in  that 
outward  condition  are  living  the  higher  life ! 
This  is  simply  a  delusion. 

I  cannot  indeed  conceive  any  life  on  earth 
more  blessed  than  the  life  which  some  of  you  are 
leading,  and  which  many  more  are  desiring  to 
lead.  I  can  conceive  no  higher  or  more  glorious 
privilege,  than  to  be  called  by  GOD  into  such  a 
position  as  shall  enable  you,  "without  distrac 
tion  "  from  the  things  of  time  and  sense,  to  wait 
upon  GOD,  and  to  anticipate  the  life  of  the 
Blessed.  I  can  conceive  no  greater  joy  on  earth 
than  to  have  been  "  called " —  truly  called  of 
GOD — to  this  life.  For  as,  in  the  days  of  His 
earthly  pilgrimage,  the  LORD  laid  His  hand  upon 
man  or  woman,  saying,  "Leave  all, —  father, 
mother,  brother,  sister,  friends,  everything,— 
and  follow  Me;"  and,  with  the  call,  the  grace 
was  communicated ;  even  so  is  it  now.  That 
which  would  have  been  intolerable  presumption, 
arguing  great  ignorance  of  human  weakness,  if 
self-chosen, —  a  presumptuous  going  up  to  the 
pinnacle  of  the  Temple,  to  court  unknown 
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dangers, —  becomes  the  natural  embodiment  of 
the  Mind  of  GOD,  in  those  whom  He  has  thus 
"  called ; "  supported  as  they  are,  by  Him  Who 
giveth  grace,  day  by  day,  according  to  the  daily 
need,  alike  to  those  whom  He  has  called  to  live 
in  solitude,  and  to  those  whom  He  has  set  in 
society.  And  I  can  conceive,  I  say,  nothing 
more  blessed,  for  ourselves  or  for  our  children, 
than  that  this  desire  should  have  been  breathed 
into  the  heart,  by  GOD  the  Blessed  SPIRIT. 

But  that  is  very  different  from  saying  that 
the  separate  life  is  "higher  "  than  the  home  life. 
Known  only  unto  GOD  are  the  secrets  of  all 
hearts.  The  poor  worn  mother,  with  her  many 
children,  and  no  servant  to  lighten  the  daily 
toil;  the  worried  man  of  business,  perplexed  on 
every  side; — such  as  these,  unable  sometimes  to 
snatch  an  hour,  or  even  a  few  minutes,  for 
prayer,  can  be  kept  by  GOD,  not  merely  safe, 
but  living  the  highest  life  that  is  possible  here 
on  earth. 

And,  on  the  other  hand,  no  outward  assump 
tion  of  a  garb,  no  outward  separation,  can 
accomplish  that  which  can  only  be  wrought  by 
the  inward  working  of  GOD  the  HOLY  GHOST. 

Never  be  led  away  by  the  superficial  talk  of 
the  "  religious "  world,  in  this  19th  century. 
Study  your  Bible,  to  find  out  the  true  signs  of  the 
"higher  life."  GOD  the  Blessed  SPIRIT,  speak 
ing  through  the  Bible,  tells  us  that  he  lives  the 
highest  life,  wTho  has  most  learned  to  merge  the 
human  will  in  the  Divine ;  to  count  nothing 
"common;"  to  despise  no  daily  drudgery;  to 
"do  all  in  the  Name  of  the  LORD  JESUS."  He 
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lives  the  highest  life,  upon  whom  CHRIST  has 
the  most  clearly  stamped  the  lineaments  of  His 
own  Divine  Countenance.  He  lives  the  highest 
life,  who  has  best  learnt  the  teaching  of  the 
Divine  Master  :  "  Whosoever  will  be  great 
.among  you,  let  him  be  your  minister;  even  as 
the  Son  of  Man  came  not  to  be  ministered  unto, 
but  to  minister,  and  to  give  His  Life  a  Eansom 
for  many/'  He  lives  the  highest  life,  who, 
moment  by  moment,  has  fellowship  with  GOD, 
and  manifests  to  men  and  to  angels  "  the  fruit 
of  the  SPIRIT/'' — the  "love,  joy,  peace,  long- 
suffering,  gentleness,  goodness,  faith,  meekness, 
and  temperance/' — of  which  the  Apostle  speaks. 
Manifest  these,  if  you  would  live  the  highest 
life!* 

And  yet,  while  I  would  guard  you  most 
carefully  against  any  misconception  of  the  word, 
there  is  a  "  higher  life."  However  impertinent 
it  would  be,  for  man  to  take  his  place  on  the 
Judgment-Seat  of  CHRIST,  and  attempt  to  sepa 
rate  them,  there  is  no  doubt,  if  we  study  Holy 
Scripture,  that  in  the  sight  of  GOD,  the  Com 
municants  of  any  Church  or  Parish  are  divided 
into  two  classes.  There  are  some  who  are  living 
a  deeper  .  life  than  others  ;  a  higher  life  ;  though 
of  course  with  all  the  weakness  of  imperfection, 
and  often  falling  down  to  the  very  lowest  level. 
They  are  hungering  and  thirsting  after  right 
eousness, —  after  that  fuller  righteousness, —  and 
they  are  not  satisfied  till  they  gain  it.  Looking 
back  upon  an  earlier  part  of  their  Christian 
experience,  they  feel  that  it  was  a  more  outside 

*  St.  Matt.  xx.  26,  28.     Gal.  v.  22,  23.     1  Cor.  xiii. 
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life, —  a  lower  life,  as  contrasted  with,  the  life 
that  they  are  now  living ;  however  unwilling 
they  may  be  to  speak  of  it,  lest  they  should  be 
vain,  and  so  tempt  GOD  to  humble  them  by 
letting  them  fall. 

There  is  such  a  thing,  then,  as  this  "  higher 
life."  It  is  a  simple  truth ;  it  is  almost  a 
common-place,  to  any  student  of  Holy  Scripture. 
But  it  is  a  truth  which  the  natural  mind  of  man 
will  not  receive,  until  it  has  been  enlightened 
by  GOD  the  HOLY  SPIRIT.  There  are  many 
things,  we  are  told  in  the  New  Testament, 
that  man  will  not  receive  until  he  has  been 
taught  by  the  HOLY  GHOST;*  and  this  is  one 
of  them. 

Therefore,  in.  order  to  prepare  the  way  for  the 
special  truth  that  I  think  GOD  is  communicating 
to  us,  this  Advent,  let  me  carry  you  back  for  a 
few  moments  to  the  Old  Testament. 

To  the  eye  of  sense,  there  was  one  grand 
Jewish  Church.  You  can  read  in  the  Hebrews 
the  glowing  description  of  its  tabernacle ;  the 
golden  candlestick,  and  the  table  of  shew-bread, 
and  the  golden  censer,  and  the  ark  of  the 
covenant  overlaid  with  gold,  and  the  .cherubim 
of  glory  overshadowing  the  Mercy-Seat ;  of 
which  there  is  not  time  now  to  speak  par 
ticularly,  f  All  who  belonged  to  that  Church 
were  in  covenant  with  GOD  ;  to  all,  His  Oracles 
were  committed.* 

Yet,  within  this,  there  was  a  smaller  fellow- 

*  1  Cor.  ii.  14.  t  Ex.  xxv.    Heb.  ix.  1-5. 

t  Acts  vii.  8,  38.     Rom.  iii.  1,  2. 
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ship,  a  secret  community,  known  only  to  Almighty 
GOD  ;  the  "  remnant,"  the  "  election."* 

There  are  many  marks  given  to  us  by  which 
we  can  recognize  them,  if  we  study  Holy  Scripture 
carefully :  for  instance,  in  Hebrews  xi.  They 
were  looking  for  "  a  city  which  hath  founda 
tions."  They  were  ready  to  go  out  whitherso 
ever  GOD  might  call  them.  They  endured,  as 
seeing  Him  Who  is  invisible.  They  deliberately 
chose  to  suffer  affliction  with  the  people  of  GOD, 
rather  than  to  enjoy  the  pleasures  of  sin  for  a 
season.  GOD  was  about  their  bed,  and  about 
their  path;  and  they  knew  it.  Their  eyes  had 
been  opened.  They  saw  the  LORD  sitting  on 
His  Throne,  high  and  lifted  up ;  and  His  glory 
so  filled  their  vision,  that  the  world  was  beneath 
their  feet.  Head  that  wonderful  description  in 
Hebrews  xi.,  at  your  leisure. 

Study  also  the  marks  of  this  inner  life  in  the 
Psalms:  e.g.,  Ps.  xv.,  xxiv.,  xxvi.,  Ixiii.,  Ixxxiv., 
ci.,  cxix.,  cxxxi. 

Another  sign  is  given  to  us  in  Ezekiel  ix. 
The  invisible  Angel  was  to  go  forth,  clad  in  the 
white  linen,  "  through  the  midst  of  the  city, 
through  the  midst  of  Jerusalem,  and  set  a  mark 
upon  the  foreheads  of  the  men  that  sigh  and  cry 
for  all  the  abominations  thereof."  They  were 
sitting  alone,  mourning,  and  telling  GOD  how 
His  Name  was  being  dishonoured  and  His 
Sovereignty  disowned ;  and  then  the  Messenger 
was  sent  to  them  from  GOD  to  put  His  mark 

*  Eom.  ii.  28,  29 ;  ix.  27  ;  xi.  5,  7.     Joel  ii.  32. 
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upon  their  foreheads,  separating  them  off  as 
living  the  life  hid  with  GOD. 

In  Malachi,  the  sign  given  to  us  is  this  :— 
that  they  had  godly  fellowship.  They  went 
apart  from  the  noisy  crowd  ;  they  left  behind 
them  the  worldly  judgment  of  majorities,  and 
they  "spake  often  one  to  another."  "And  the 
LOUD  hearkened  and  heard  it;"  He  heard  their 
communion  one  with  another  ;  and  their  names 
were  written  in  His  Book  of  remembrance. 
"  And  they  shall  be  Mine,  saith  the  Lord  of 
Hosts,  in  that  day  when  I  make  up  My  jewels."* 

Simeon  was  one  of  these  :  a  man  "  just  and 
devout,  waiting  for  the  Consolation  of  Israel;" 
and  Anna  the  prophetess,  and  all  those  who 
"  looked  for  Redemption  in  Jerusalem,"  to  whom 
she  "  spake  of  Him,"  at  His  presentation  in  the 
Temple,  t 

And  then,  when  the  LOUD  JESUS  CHRIST  had 
come,  and  was  beginning  His  public  ministry,  He 
put  His  own  mark  on  one  of  them :  Nathanael, 
"an  Israelite  indeed,  in  whom  is  no  guile:"  a 
true  man  ;  one  whose  heart  and  life  would  bear 
the  light ;  one  who  was  living  the  true  Israelitish 
life ;  not  merely  one  of  the  outward,  visible, 
ordinary  Israelites.  He  was,  said  our  Blessed 
LORD,  a  true  Israelite ;  using  the  same  word  that 
He  afterwards  applied  to  Himself,  when  He  said, 
"I  am  the  true  Vine,"  "the  true  Bread."]:  "Be 
hold  an  Israelite  indeed  ;" — a  true  Israelite  !  § 

*  Mai.  iii.  16-18.  t  St.  Luke  ii.  25,  3G-38. 

I  St.  John,  xv.  1 ;  vi.  32. 

§  See   Keble's  Hymn  for   St.   Bartholomew's  Day,  in 
"  Christian  Year."" 
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Then,  in  that  wonderful  Book  of  the  Revela 
tion,  which  gathers  up  all  the  old  imagery,  and 
gives  it  a  new  and  Christian  meaning,  St.  John 
was  allowed  to  see  the  perfected  number  of  these 
true  Israelites,  whom  GOD  had  gathered  out  of 
all  the  preceding  ages.  He  saw  the  perfected 
number  of  Israel ;  twelve  times  twelve,  the 
symbol  of  earthly  perfection  :  the  twelve  tribes, 
all  completed  in  JESUS  CHRIST,  "  on  the  Mount 
Zion."  They  are  "  without  guile:" — the  same 
sign  that  CHRIST  Himself  had  given,  when  He 
distinguished  Nathanael  from  the  crowd  of  mere 
outward  Jews.  And  then  is  added  one  other 
sign :  Purity. 

So  you  find,  throughout  the  Old  Testament, 
this  little  inward  company,  known  only  to  GOD  ; 
sighing  over  the  abominations  of  the  land ;  having 
fellowship  with  each  other,  a  deep  mysterious 
union  that  bound  them  together;  without  guile  ; 
pure  ;  waiting  for  the  consolation  of  Israel, — for 
the  revelation  of  the  CHRIST. 

Therefore,  they  were  kept  safe  in  Paradise,  till 
the  LORD  JESUS  went  in  as  a  Conqueror,  to  open 
to  them  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven.  And  then, 
afterwards,  St.  John  saw  them  on  the  "Mount 
Zion  "  of  which  we  have  that  glorious  description 
in  the  Revelation .  There  is  a  double  picture  of 
them,  in  that  Book  :  they  are  the  "  sealed  "  ones, 
— the  very  same  illustration  as  that  in  the  Prophet 
Ezekiel ;  *  and  the  Company  around  the  Lamb 
on  Mount  Zion,  without  guile,  who  were  never 
denied,  f 

So  much  for  their  practical  religion.  Side  by 
*  Rev.  vii.  2-8.  t  Rev.  xiv.  1-5. 
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side  with,  that,  was  an  intellectual  development. 
They  saw  what  the  mass  of  Israelites  were  unable 
to  see. 

There  were  certain  truths,  to  be  afterwards 
revealed,  in  the  counsels  of  GOD,  which  at  that 
time,  during  the  old  Jewish  Dispensation,  were 
hidden.  They  were  there,  in  GOB'S  Mind  ;  but 
they  were  not  yet  revealed ;  the  veil  was  not  yet 
withdrawn.  The  angels  saw  them,  probably;  at 
all  events,  they  were  clear  and  open  to  the  Mind 
of  the  Blessed  TRINITY  ;  but  the  mass  of  Israelites 
did  not  see  them. 

For  instance:  possibly,  some  of  this  little  in 
ward  company  saw  the  great  Mystery  of  the 
Incarnation  ;  the  taking  up  of  the  Manhood  into 
GOD  ;  the  grafting  of  Humanity  into  CHRIST. 

Possibly,  they  saw  dimly  what  CHRIST  and 
His  Apostles  afterwards  taught  in  simple  words ; 
that  men  and  women  and  children,  brought  from 
all  parts  of  the  earth,  were  to  be  baptized  into 
JESUS  CHRIST,  and  made  part  of  Him ;  members 
of  one  Body,  in  CHRIST.*  A  few,  it  may  be,  saw 
this  truth, — the  admission  of  the  Gentiles :  that 
Israel  was  to  be  merely  the  beginning  of  the 
development  of  GOD'S  great  purposes  :  that,  "  like 
circles  widening  round,  upon  a  clear  blue  river," 
the  Truth  of  GOD  was  to  be  "  echoed  on  for  ever," 
till  it  had  spread  over  the  whole  earth.  While 
the  national  Church,  the  outward  and  visible 
Body,  regarded  Judaism  as  the  one  abiding  reve 
lation  for  all  time,  they  saw  that  Judaism  was  to 
pass  away, — to  be  absorbed  in  the  grander  reve- 

*  St.  Matt,  xxviii.  19.  St.  John  xv.  5;  xvii.  20,21.  Rom. 
xi.  17.  1  Cor.  xii.  12, 13.  Eph.  iii.  3-12;  iv.  1-6. 
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lation  which  in  these  last  days  has  been  given 
through  JESUS  CHRIST. 

Some  of  them,  also,  had  learnt  this : — that  the 
glory  of  the  coming  Saviour  was  to  be  a  glory 
wrought  out  of  humiliation.  He  was  to  be  "de 
spised  and  rejected  of  men;  a  man  of  sorrows,  and 
acquainted  with  grief."  And  so,  this  intellectual 
revelation,  if  I  may  so  call  it,  which  GOD  had 
given  them, — this  unveiling  of  the  Mystery,  made 
them  humble,  seeking  only  the  honour  that  came 
from  GOD,  instead  of  earthly  honour. 

Now  observe  how  our  LORD  found  mankind, 
when  He  came  on  earth.  He  found  the  mass  of 
the  religious  people  of  that  day,  seeking  honour 
one  of  another;  and  therefore  it  was  impossible 
for  them  to  receive  HIM,  the  son  of  a  carpenter, 
as  they  supposed  Him  to  be.*  He  found  the  mass 
of  them  wrapped  up  in  a  narrow  Judaism  ;  and 
therefore,  unable  to  believe  in  One  who  spoke  of 
a  Gospel  for  the  whole  world.")" 

And  so, — while  He  recognized  the  authority 
and  the  privileges  of  the  Jewish  Church,  and  told 
His  disciples  to  submit  to  the  Scribes  and  Phari 
sees,  however  they  might  abhor  their  wicked  and 
unreal  lives, — the  LORD  stood  silently  in  the  midst 
of  that  Jewish  people, — even  as  He  stands,  in 
visibly,  in  the  midst  of  us,  to-day, — a  touch- stone, 
for  priests  and  people.  J  The  humble  men,  the 
pure,  the  guileless,  those  who  had  been  seeking 
only  the  honour  that  cometh  from  GOD,  those  who 
had  been  praying  that  the  light  might  shine  to 

*  St.  John  v.  44 ;  iv.  47,  48. 

t  St.  Luke  iv.  17-29.    St.  John  x.  16. 

j  St.  John  iii.  20,  21 ;  ix.  39.     St.  Luke  ii.  34,  35. 
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the  utmost  parts  of  the  earth, — such,  as  these  were 
ready.  Therefore,  the  moment  that  the  CHRIST 
was  presented  in  that  Jewish  Temple,  Simeon,  as 
the  type  of  this  ancient  company, — of  this  inward 
fellowship  of  the  saints,  "  took  Him  up  in  his 
arms,  and  blessed  GOD,  and  said,  LOUD,  now  lettest 
Thou  Thy  servant  depart  in  peace,  according  to 
Thy  Word ;  for  mine  eyes  have  seen  Thy  Salva 
tion," — the  Salvation  for  which  Israel  has  been 
longing, — "  which  thou  hast  prepared  before  the 
face  of  all  people ;  a  Light  to  lighten  the  Gentiles, 
and  the  glory  of  Thy  people  Israel/' 

This  thought,  if  you  have  grasped  it,  will  ex 
plain  to  you  a  great  deal  of  your  Bibles.  It  will 
explain  that  strange  mingling, — even  in  the  same 
chapters  of  ancient  prophecy, — of  the  most  awful 
denunciations  upon  the  Jewish  Church,  with  the 
tenderest  and  most  affectionate  epithets.  Tho 
reason  is  this :  that  GOD  was  speaking  at  one 
moment  to  the  outward  Jewish  Church,  as  seen 
by  man,  and  then,  at  the  next  moment,  to  the 
inward  and  visible  Church,  as  discerned  by  His 
all- seeing  Eye,  beneath  the  outward  shadow  of 
the  old  Mosaic  Covenant. 

And  thus  you  will  understand  what  St.  Paul 
means  when  he  says,  under  the  guiding  of  the 
HOLY  SPIRIT,  in  the  Epistle  to  the  Romans : 
"  Israel  hath  not  obtained  that  which  he  seeketh 
for,  but  the  Election  hath  obtained  it."  Israel 
had  failed;  but  the  promise  of  GOD  had  not  failed, 
for  there  was  "  a  remnant,  according  to  the  elec 
tion  of  Grace  ; "  *  those  who  were  gathered  out,  as 
*  Rom.  xi.  5,  7. 
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Isaiah  had  long  before  described  them,  in  the  4th 
and  65th  chapters  of  his  prophecy.  There  was  a 
"  remnant,"  an  "  election  ; "  consisting  of  those 
who,  by  living  pure,  humble,  unworldly  lives,  in 
fellowship  with  one  another,  had  kept  their  faith 
strong  ;  a  faith  that  was  "  the  substance  of  things 
hoped  for,  the  evidence  of  things  not  seen:" — 
waiting,  watching,  praying  for  the  fuller  revela 
tion,  the  Advent  of  the  Messiah. 

You  are  now  prepared,  GOD  helping  us,  to  go 
with  me  a  step  further. 

That  which  is  true  of  the  Old  Testament  is 
true  of  the  New.  In  the  New  Testament,  the 
following  facts  are  written  in  the  simplest 
language. 

There  is  a  "Holy  Catholic  Church;"  an 
outward  and  visible  Church,  which  for  eighteen 
hundred  years  has  been  known  and  seen  of  all 
men.  And  there  is  also  a  holy  fellowship,  "  the 
Communion  of  Saints,"  known  only  to  GOD. 

He  would  be  guilty  of  direct  disobedience  and 
of  intolerable  presumption,  who  should  dare  to 
neglect  the  plain  teaching  of  the  LORD  JESUS 
CHRIST  :  "  Let  both  grow  together  until  the  Har 
vest."  Only  at  the  end,  when  CHRIST  comes, 
shall  the  tares  be  separated  from  the  wheat. 
"Who  art  thou  that  judgest  another?  To  his 
own  master  he  standeth  or  falleth."*  One  whom 
you  account  the  lowest  of  the  Communicants  may 
be  a  leader  in  that  invisible  Army  which  is  mus 
tering  even  now ;  the  army  that  St.  John  saw  in 
the  Apocatypse  ;  the  army  of  the  Saints,  "  clothed 

*  St.  Matt,  xiii,  24-30,  47-49.    Rom.  xiv.  4,  12, 13. 
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in  fine  linen,  white  and  clean,"  following  the  con 
quering  King.*  GOD  forbid  that  you  or  I  should 
make  a  separation  between  our  brethren!  All  the 
Baptized,  so  far  as  we  can  judge,  are  to  be  ac 
counted  members  of  CHRIST,  and  children  of  GfoD, 
and  partakers  of  the  Kingdom. 

Only,  not  less  clearly  does  the  whole  of  the 
New  Testament  reveal  to  us  this  truth  :  that  there 
are  two  classes  of  Communicants.  As  in  the  old 
Jewish  Church,  so  now  also,  there  are  the  two 
divisions: — the  outward  and  visible;  the  inward 
and  invisible. 

And  the  thought  that  I  wish  to  bring  before 
you  is  this  : — that  as  the  true  Israel  of  old  main 
tained  its  "  higher  life,"  and  was  prepared  for  the 
coming  Dispensation,  by  receiving  that  revelation 
of  GOD  which  was  given  through  the  prophets 
and  seers,  and  trying  to  conform  its  life  to  the 
standard  thus  revealed,  even  so  is  it  now,  in  the 
new  Christian  Covenant. 

"  The  Remnant  of  Israel "  gained  its  "  higher 
life,"  by  looking  beyond  the  veil,  and  moulding 
every  detail  of  earthly  life  a  little  in  advance  of 
the  age  in  which  it  lived.  The  mass  of  the 
Israelites,  on  the  other  hand,  became  blinded  and 
hardened  in  heart,  by  merely  keeping  always  to 
this  side  of  the  veil,  and  resting  satisfied  with 
doing  what  every  other  religious  person  in  Jewry 
did.  And  so,  when  GOD  gave  them  something 
higher  and  better,  they  could  not  receive  it,  as 
Simeon  did.  They  tossed  it  away,  and  nailed 
CHRIST  to  the  Cross,  instead  of  bowing  down 
before  Him. 

*  Eev.  xix.  14. 
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So  is  it  now.  GOD  lifts  up  the  veil,  in  the  last 
Book  of  the  Bible,  and  in  the  Epistles,  and  He 
shews  us  an  invisible  glory,  by  which  we  are  en 
compassed.  But  all  around  us  there  is  also  a 
mighty  world-power ;  and  "  the  god  of  this  world 
hath  blinded  the  minds  of  them  which  believe  not, 
lest  the  light  of  the  glorious  Gospel  should  shine 
unto  them/'*  Every  year  that  we  live,  some  of 
us — GOD  only  knows  who — are  losing  the  power 
to  penetrate  behind  the  veil.  And  so,  to  these 
souls,  the  invisible  things  around  us  seem  but  idle 
tales  ;  all  the  words  in  the  New  Testament  about 
our  being  "  in  CHRIST,"  "  compassed  about  with  a 
great  cloud  of  witnesses,"  "  in  heavenly  places  in 
CHRIST  JESUS," — "fellow-citizens  with  the  Saints/' 
already  "  come  unto  Mount  Zion,  to  an  innumer 
able  company, "•(•  all  these  things  sound  like  the 
utterances  of  some  wild  fanatic  ! 

And  yet,  these  things  are  the  very  alphabet  of 
the  New  Testament.  They  were  taught  to  the 
little  children,  in  primitive  times  ;  they  were  the 
food  by  which  the  sons  and  daughters  of  the  first 
converts  were  nourished.  Those  early  Christians 
were  taught  to  believe  that  they  were  a  part  of 
the  invisible  Kingdom  of  GOD  ;  in  JESUS  CHRIST  ; 
baptized  into  CHRIST  ;  "  quickened  "  by  the  power 
of  the  HOLY  GHOST,  and — believing  in  JESUS 
CHRIST  and  giving  up  themselves  to  Him — already 
made  to  "  sit  together  "  with  Him  "  in  heavenly 
places."  They  were  taught  to  believe  that  the 
Blessed  Ones  who  were  delivered  from  the  burden 
of  the  flesh  were  not  more  "in  CHRIST"  than  they 

*2  Cor.  iii.  18;  iv.  3. 

t  Eph.  ii.  6,  19.    Heb.  xii.  1,  22-24.     Phil.  iii.  20. 
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themselves  were ;  that  all  were  equally  in  tlic 
Yine ;  "  knit  together  in  one  communion  and 
fellowship,  in  the  mystical  Body  "  of  GOD'S  Dear 
Sox;  part  of  the  Bride  of  CHRIST,  "the  Church  of 
GOD,  which  He  hath  purchased  with  His  own 
Blood."* 

You  see  the  parallel.  There  is  the  "  Holy 
Catholic  Church/'  and  there  is  the  inward  "Com 
munion  of  Saints."  The  world  sees  only  that 
which  is  external.  It  helieyes  in  a  "  Holy 
Catholic  Church,"  because  it  can  look  into  the 
faces  of  its  office-bearers,  and  touch  the  stones 
of  its  material  churches.  It  acknowledges  the 
outward  and  visible  Church,  as  a  fact.  "  Ee- 
views "  deal  with  it  as  one  of  the  facts  of  the 
age.  But  all  the  while,  as  we  kneel  in  this 
church, —  all  of  us  outwardly  Communicants,— 
GOD  looks  icithiii,  and  sees  who  are  knit  together 
in  that  "  one  communion  and  fellowship," — that 
inward  and  mystical  fellowship, — of  which  the 
Prayer-Book  testifies  in  some  of  her  noblest 
prayers. 

Now  observe  the  special  help  that  GOD  has 
given  us  in  this  Dispensation.  He  lifts  up  the 
veil,  and  He  shows  us  an  eternal  glory  beyond. 
In  the  last  Book  of  the  Bible,  we  have  a  reve 
lation  of  "a  great  multitude,"  now  alive,  in  that 
manifested  glory.  And  we  are  told  that  this  part 
of  the  Body  of  CHRIST,  which  we  cannot  see,  but 
to  which  we  are  so  closely  united,  is  but  one  step 
in  advance  of  us.  They  are  rid  of  the  mortal 
body  ;  they  are  freed  from  the  temptations  of  the 

*  Rom.  xiv.  8,  9.     1  These,  iv.  13-17.    Acts  xx.  28. 
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world :  but  in  other  respects,  they  are  still  one 
with  us.  Both  we  and  they  are  in  CHRIST  ;  in 
the  heavenly  places ;  in  light ;  in  glory.  Only, 
they  are  free  from  this  double  life  of  ours. 

And  there  are  certain  marks,  described  in  the 
Book  of  the  Revelation,  which  especially  charac 
terize  the  life  of  those  who  have  died  in  CHRIST, 
and  who  are  waiting  in  Paradise  for  the  Advent 
of  their  LORD. 

If,  then,  we  desire  to  live  the  higher,  truer 
life, — the  life  hid  with  CHRIST  in  GOD, — if  w^e 
desire  to  belong  to  the  inward  secret  fellowship  of 
the  saints,  our  duty  is  to  study  those  marks  very 
carefully,  and  to  frame  and  fashion  our  every-day 
life  on  earth,  according  to  the  pattern  that  has 
thus  been  shewn  to  us  "  in  the  Mount. " 

Our  work  is  to  rise  above  the  average  standard, 
now.  The  Communicant  who  is  living  merely 
according  to  the  natural  life  is  satisfied  with  the 
standard  of  the  age  in  which  he  lives ;  he  feels  no 
need  of  anything  higher.  But  the  Communicant 
who  is  in  the  inner  fellowship  of  the  saints  is 
filled  by  the  SPIRIT  of  GOD  with  a  Divine  hunger 
for  that  glory  which  shall  be  more  fully  revealed 
hereafter,  but  which  is  already  around  him,  and 
resting  upon  him,  and  in  him.  As  we  recognise 
these  marks  of  the  life  of  the  Blessed  Ones,  and 
seek  to  fashion  our  own  lives  after  them,  we 
cannot  rest  contented  with  merely  the  form  of 
Christianity  which  has  been  developed  by  the 
circumstances  of  this  nineteenth  century ! 

Observe,  we  do  not  ignore  the  natural :  for 
GOD  is  the  GOD  of  nature,  as  well  as  of  grace. 
"We  do  not  despise  the  ordinary  level;  GOD 
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forbid !  Who  are  we,  that  we  should  despise  any 
work  of  GOD  ?  Probably,  many  whom  we  think 
mere  ordinary  Christians  will  be  far  beyond  us, 
in  the  Day  of  the  LORD'S  Appearing. 

And  we  do  not  presume  to  think  that  we  can 
rise  by  one  sudden  effort,  to  that  higher  life. 
Many  whom  I  have  known  have  attempted  it, 
desiring  to  be  at  the  top  of  the  spiritual  ladder  at 
once ;  not  called  by  GOD  :  and  the  fall  has  been 
an  awful  fall.  I  remember  one  who  told  me  how 
he  had  learned  to  live  almost  without  any  self- 
examination, — almost  without  a  Bible  or  prayer, — 
he  was  in  such  perpetual  communion  with  GOD  ! 
And  that  man  fell :  and  by  his  fall,  numbers  of 
Christians  were  for  a  time  almost  shipwrecked. 

JN"o,  my  brethren  !  CHRIST  taught  the  truth  ; 
He  Himself  was  "the  Truth  ;"  and  He  said  that 
in  the  new  Kingdom  there  would  be  thrones,  but 
that  the  way  to  those  thrones  was  to  go,  first,  as 
He  Himself  did,  to  the  lowest  place.  "He  that 
humbleth  himself  shall  be  exalted."  "  Go  and  sit 
down  in  the  lowest  room,"  and  He  shall  come  and 
say  to  thee,  "Friend,  go  up  higher." 

We  cannot  rise  to  the  highest  life,  at  once. 
There  must  be  frequent  Communions,  and  quiet 
days,  and  silence,  and  solitude,  and  self-restraint, 
and  works  of  love, — little  acts  of  love,  if  we  would 
attain  unto  it.  We  must  take  care  not  to  despise 
— not  to  leave  behind  us — what  GOD  has  revealed 
to  the  mass  of  Communicants.  We  must  pass 
through  it,  and  embody  it,  on  the  way.  "  Covet 
earnestly  the  best  gifts;"  but  remember,  without 
Charity,  all  is  a  delusion,  f 

*  St,  Luke  xiv.  10,  11.  f  1  Cor.  xii.  31 ;  xiii.  1. 


"The  Communion  of 'Saints."          19 

And  yet,  it  is  a  fact,— this  "higher  life." 
Weak  and  tempted  and  struggling  though  we 
are,  still,  those  of  us  to  whom  GOD  has  revealed 
the  possibility  of  something  higher,  cannot  rest 
contented  with  the  lower.  We  who  believe  that 
the  life  which  GOD  has  drawn  out  for  us  in  the 
]N"ew  Testament  can  be  lived,  by  the  power  of  the 
HOLY  GHOST  Who  dwelleth  in  us  ;  we  who  be 
lieve  that  the  HOLY  GHOST  can  manifest  in  us 
"love,  joy,  peace,  long-suffering,  gentleness,  good 
ness,  faith,  meekness,  temperance/' — that  He  can 
deliver  us  from  hard  thoughts  and  false  judg 
ments,  and  evil  surmisings,  and  party- spirit,  and 
bitterness,  and  narrowness,  and  all  the  works  of 
the  flesh, — we  who  have  been  taught  this,  by 
Almighty  GOD,  cannot  rest  satisfied  with  the 
mere  natural  life,  however  noble  it  may  be,  and 
however  we  may  reverence  those  to  whom  no 
higher  life  has  been  revealed. 

This  Advent,  therefore,  if  GOD  will,  I  desire 
to  take,  out  of  many,  three  characteristics  of  the 
Saints,  the  Blessed  Ones  now  in  Paradise,  as 
taught  us  by  GOD  in  Holy  Scripture  ;  and  to  show 
you  how  antagonistic  they  are  to  the  spirit  of  the 
age,  which  we  are  tempted  to  imitate ;  and  how, 
by  copying  them,  we  may  be  uplifted  into  the 
higher  life. 

I.  RESTFUL  DEPENDENCE  : — the  spirit  of  the 
man  who  has  passed  through  mere  activity  and 
exertion  of  his  natural  powers,  into  restful  de 
pendence  upon  GOD,  hour  by  hour.  He  still 
exerts  himself ;  he  still  uses  the  natural  powers 
that  GOD  has  given  him ;  but  he  has  entered  into 
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the  life  of  the  Blessed  Ones,  and  drinks  of  their 
spirit, — restful  dependence  upon  GOD. 

II.  CONTEMPLATION  OF  GOD  : — the  spirit  of 
the  man  who  has  passed  through  mere  "  religious 
work,"  the  mere  bringing  of  natural  energy  to 
bear  upon  religious  materials,  into  the  spirit  of 
calm  and  loving  contemplation  of  the  Invisible 
GOD.     He  still  works ;  he  is  still  in  the  midst  of 
religious  activity,  if  GOD  so  will ;  but  his  life  is 
"  hid  with  CHRIST  in  GOD."     The  inner  centre  of 
his  being  is  a  loving  contemplation  of  GOD. 

III.  PATIENT  WAITING  AND  LOOKING  FOR  THE 
COMING  OF  CHRIST: — the  spirit  of  the  man  who 
is  "looking  for  and  hasting  unto  the  Coming  of 
the   Day   of   GOD  ;"    patiently   waiting   for  the 
Advent  of  JESUS  CHRIST.    He  may  be  still  inter 
ested  in  everything  here  :  in  home,  and  children, 
and  friends ;  in  politics,  and  science,  and  art ;  in 
societies,  and  organizations,  and  all  the  outward 
mechanism  of  the  Church.     But  he  knows  that 
the   only    "  life "  worthy   of   the   name   is   that 
Eternal  Life  which   is   begun  now,   and  which 
shall  be  fully  manifested  in  that  Day  when  the 
sign   of   the  Son  of  Man   shall  be  seen  in  the 
heavens. 
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ADDRESS  II. 

SECOND  SUNDAY  IN  ADVENT,  1878. 


THERE  is  no  need  to  recapitulate  what  was  said  on 
Sunday  last.  Let  me  briefly  remind  you  of  the 
most  important  points. 

In  every  body  of  Communicants,  there  are 
those  who  are  living  the  higher  life,  and  those 
who  are  living  the  ordinary  life. 

Satan  tries  to  deceive  us,  in  two  ways.  First, 
he  denies  that  there  is  a  "higher  life."  And 
then, — if  we  have  realized,  by  study  of  Holy 
Scripture,  that,  as  in  Israel  of  old,  so  also  now, 
there  is  the  higher  and  the  lower  life,  he  tries  to 
mislead  us  in  another  way.  He  narrows  down 
the  idea  to  some  peculiar  call  of  GOD  ;  to  "Sister 
hoods,"  and  the  like.  "  The  higher  life,"  he  says, 
"  can  only  be  led,  and  is  always  led,  by  those  who 
are  living  an  outwardly  separated  life." 

The  fallacy  of  all  this  was  exposed,  I  trust,  on 
Sunday  last.  The  highest  life  is  the  life  of  those 
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by  whom  GOD  is  most  known  and  trusted  and 
loved  as  a  FATHER  ;  by  whom  JESUS  CHRIST  is 
most  entirely  obeyed,  both  in  the  great  vicissi 
tudes  of  life,  and  in  the  trifles  of  every- day 
existence  :  and  in  whom  "  the  fruit  of  the  SPIRIT  " 
is  most  abundantly  manifested. 

"  Known  unto  GOD  are  all  His  works,  from 
the  beginning."  He  calls  some  to  the  separated 
life,  and  He  bids  others  to  remain  in  the  family 
life.  But  alike  in  the  family  and  in  the  Sister 
hood,  you  will  find  some  who  are  content  with 
the  lower  life,  and  some  who  are  hungering  and 
thirsting  for  that  higher  righteousness  which  is 
within  the  reach  of  all,  but  laid  hold  of  by  only  a 
comparatively  small  number. 

We  saw  next,  that  we  have  a  great  advantage 
over  the  Israelites ;  that  GOD  has  given  us  a 
special  help  in  leading  this  higher  life.  He  has 
given  us  a  revelation  of  the  world  unseen.  "  Ye 
are  come  unto  Mount  Zion ;  to  an  innumerable 
company  of  Angels,  and  to  the  spirits  of  just 
men  made  perfect."  The  visible  and  the  in 
visible  members  of  our  FATHER'S  Household, — 
those  whom  we  see  on  earth,  and  those  who  are 
unseen  and  yet  so  near, — all  belong  to  one  great 
Family. 

"  One  Family  in  CHRIST  we  dwell, 
One  Church,  above,  beneath." 

But  those  that  are  invisible  are  like  the  elder 
brothers  and  sisters  of  the  Family  ;  they  are  more 
in  advance.  And  we  are  to  be  "followers"  of 

*  Heb.  xii.  22-24. 
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them.*  As  the  little  child  watches  the  sister  of 
fifteen  or  sixteen  years  old,  and  copies  every  little 
detail,  and  grows  up  imperceptibly  into  the  like 
ness  of  that  elder  sister,  so  is  it  with  us.  Around 
us,  and  near  to  us,  are  those  true  brothers  and 
sisters ;  a  little  above  us ;  older  in  the  spiritual 
life ;  set  free  from  the  corruptible  body,  and  from 
the  presence  of  that  wicked  world  which  so  often 
hinders  us,  and  tones  down  our  highest  aspira 
tions  ;  and  yet,  one  with  us  still. 

It  is  most  important  to  keep  this  thought 
clear.  If  GOD  give  you  grace  so  to  do,  at  any 
time  when  He  may  call  away  from  you  those 
whom  you  love ; — if  only,  from  the  moment  when 
you  watch  that  spirit  passing  away,  you  fall  back 
upon  your  Bible,  and  cherish — by  prayer  to  the 
HOLY  SPIRIT — the  thought  that  the  spirit  is  still 
with  you,  while  you  are  looking  at  the  body  left 
there, — that  you  are  still  "  one  "  in  the  fellowship 
of  the  Saints, — then,  that  thought  will  become 
part  of  you.  You  will  not  always  feel  it,  any 
more  than  you  always  feel  that  JESUS  Himself  is 
with  you;  although  you  know -this,  because  He 
said :  "I  am  with  you  alway." f  But  it  will  be 
come  as  much  a  part  of  your  being,  as  the  know 
ledge  that  the  LOUD  JESUS  CHRIST  Himself  is 
with  you. 

And  as  you  cherish  that  thought, — "my 
brother,  my  sister,  is  still  with  me," — the  HOLY 
SPIRIT  takes  the  thought,  and  expands  it.  You 
are  led  to  think :  "If  my  brother — or  father,  or 
wife,  or  child — is  with  me,  others  also  must  be 
with  me,  who  are  members  of  the  same  Body, 

*  Heb.  vi.  12.  t  St.  Matt,  xxviii.  20. 
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branches  of  the  same  Vine."  And  so  the  great 
world  unseen  expands  before  you ;  and  you  rise 
by  degrees  into  something  of  the  spirit  of  the 
Te  Dcum.  From  the  one  to  whom  you  have  been 
specially  bound,  your  heart  goes  out  to  those 
whom  you  have  perhaps  known  in  some  other 
parish,  in  bygone  years,  and  whom  you  had 
almost  forgotten,  it  may  be,  till  the  Kingdom  of 
Heaven  was  thus  opened  for  you  afresh.  And 
then  you  rise  up  to  see,  beyond  these,  "the 
glorious  company  of  the  Prophets,"  and  "the 
noble  army  of  Martyrs,"  and  all  the  holy  ones 
that  have  been  silently  passing  out  of  sight  for 
eighteen  hundred  years :  and  you  say :  "  Thou, 
O  CHRIST,  hast  indeed  opened  the  Kingdom  of 
Heaven  to  all  believers ! " 

And  then,  our  natural  love  of  sympathy,  that 
natural  instinct  which  makes  us  care  for  "  public 
opinion,"  becomes  transfigured  and  glorified.  You 
learn  to  fashion  your  life  on  earth  according  to 
the  holy  ways  and  the  heavenly  judgments  of 
that  part  of  the  Church  which  you  cannot  see. 
You  still  care  for  the  opinion  of  others  ;  but  it  is 
for  that  of  the  glorious  company  of  the  Apostles, 
and  the  goodly  fellowship  of  the  Prophets,  and 
those  Saints  who  have  passed  away  since  you  first 
began  to  love  GOD  ;  for  the  approval,  it  may  be, 
of  one  who  has  become  part  of  your  very  life  ; 
far  more  even  than  when  you  were  side  by  side, 
in  a  more  outward  communion,  and  in  what  ap 
peared  to  man  a  more  real  communion. 

I  want  to  enable  you  to-day,  by  the  help  of 
GOD,  to  realize  that  this  higher  life  is  within  the 
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reach  of  you  all.  I  know  how  many  things  there 
are  to  hinder  you ;  but  nothing  is  impossible  with 
GOD.  Your  very  body  is  "the  Temple  of  the 
HOLY  GHOST!"* 

And  I  want  you  to  see  the  help  which  GOD 
has  given  us,  in  leading  this  higher  life,  by  means 
of  "  the  Communion  of  Saints." 

If  we  think  much  of  those  whom  we  have 
loved  on  earth,  and  who  have  passed  out  of  sight, 
we  try  to  follow  them;  to  be  "imitators" — for 
that  is  the  literal  translation — of  those  who  now 
"  inherit  the  promises."-)-  They  are  above  us ;  but 
not  too  much  above  us.  They  are  still  branches 
of  the  same  Vine ;  members  of  the  same  Body. 
The  branches  of  the  tree  are  equally  near  to  each 
other,  whether  the  moonlight  shine  on  all,  or  only 
on  one  branch.  The  hand  in  the  shadow  and  the 
hand  in  the  light  are  not  more  near  to  each  other, 
than  we  are  to  them.  If  one  hand  is  in  the  light, 
and  one  in  the  shadow,  they  are  not  really  more 
separated,  than  when  both  were  in  the  light,  or 
both  in  the  shadow.  The  union  remains  :  the 
union  with  CHRIST,  and  with  each  other. 

And  so,  if  we  live  in  fellowship  with  the 
saints  in  light, — if  we  are  followers  of  them,  as 
they  are  of  CHRIST,  by  the  power  of  GOD  the 
HOLY  GHOST, — our  natures  become  developed  and 
strengthened  for  that  more  rarefied  atmosphere. 
The  habits  of  the  invisible  Kingdom  are  gra 
dually  formed  within  us  :  in  spite  of  all  our  un- 
worthiness,  we  are  being  made  like  unto  those 
who  have  already  inherited  the  promises. 

*  St.  Mark  ix.  23.     St  Luke  xiii.  1 1, 12.     1  Cor.  vi.  19. 
t  Heb.  vi.  12. 
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Many  illustrations  of  this  principle  might  be 
given  :  but  \ve  can  only  select  three,  this  Ad 
vent  : — three  special  characteristics  of  the  Saints 
in  light,  wherein  we  may  seek  to  imitate  them: — . 
Restful  Dependence,  Contemplation  of  GOD,  and 
Patient  Waiting  for  CHRIST'S  Advent. 

This  afternoon,  I  can  only  touch  on  one  of 
these  :  praying  that  the  HOLY  GHOST  will  convey 
to  you,  my  people,  through  the  words  spoken,  the 
thoughts  which  He  sees  will  most  help  each  of 
you.  For  to  GOD  alone  all  hearts  are  open,  all 
desires  known.  He  alone  knows  what  each  can 
receive.  And  He  alone  can  overrule  the  mis 
takes  which  will  surely  be  made,  in  speaking  on 
such  a  subject  as  this. 

First,  then,   I  would  bring   before   you   the 

Spirit    Of    RESTFUL    DEPENDENCE. 

Observe,  this  is  quite  different  from  sloth. 
And  it  is  quite  different  from  a  mere  easy-going, 
temperament.  We  are  to  "labour," — to  bestir 
ourselves,  to  take  trouble, — the  word  almost  im 
plies  haste, — in  order  to  "  enter  into  that  Rest " 
of  which  the  Apostle  speaks,  in  Hebrews  iv.  11. 
This  spirit  of  "  Restful  Dependence  "  is  an  inward 
Rest  which  in  most  cases  is  brought  out  of  great 
effort,  great  struggling.  The  nature  that  enters 
most  completely  into  this  spirit  of  restfulness,  is 
that  of  the  active  energetic  man,  when  disciplined 
and  led  by  the  SPIRIT  of  GOD  ;  such  as  St.  Peter, 
to  whom  our  LORD  said:  "When  thou  wast  young, 
thou  girdedst  thyself,  and  walkedst  whither  thou 
wpuldest ;  but  when  thou  shalt  be  old,  thou  shalt 
stretch  forth  thy  hands,  and  another  shall  gird 
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tliee,  and  carry  thee  whither  thou  wouldest 
not."* 

It  is  a  Kest  which  enables  us  to  work ;  not 
apart  from  GOD,  but  in  harmony  with  GOD.  And 
so,  there  is  no  waste  of  force,  as  there  is  when  we 
work  in  merely  the  natural  way.  How  much 
time  you  and  I  have  wasted,  through  not  working 
in  this  restful  spirit !  Perhaps  we  resolved  to 
save  a  soul  which  GOD  did  not  choose  to  save  by 
our  instrumentality.  Or  we  have  rushed  from 
place  to  place,  feeling  that  something  must  be 
done,  and  that  we  must  go  and  do  it,  ourselves, 
that  very  moment!  And  afterwards  we  found, 
that  if  only  we  had  first  knelt  down  and  com 
mitted  it  to  GOD,  the  work  would  have  been  far 
better  done.  We  should  have  had  GOD  with  us, 
next  day,  or  whenever  GOD'S  time  had  come ; 
whereas,  on  that  day,  when  we  ran  about  so 
quickly,  we  were  working  by  ourselves ;  and  of 
course  the  Finite  cannot  do  as  much  as  the  Infi 
nite  ;  man  cannot  accomplish  as  much  as  GOD. 

It  is  a  Rest  which  springs  from  Dependence 
on  GOD  ;  and  that  Dependence  springs  from  Faith ; 
and  that  Faith  springs  from  a  knowledge  of  GOD, 
as  revealed  in  Holy  Scripture. 

Here  let  me  remind  you,  in  passing,  that  reli 
gious  books  are  valuable,  so  far  as  they  lead  us  to 
study  the  Bible  quietly  for  ourselves :  but  when 
ever  they  become  a  substitute  for  the  Bible,  we 
are  infinitely  better  without  them. 

And  now,  think  of  this  word ' '  Rest. ' '  Whatever 
.  *  St.  John  xxi.  18. 
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else  is  uncertain,  about  our  brothers  and  sisters 
in  the  invisible  part  of  the  Kingdom,  one  thing 
is  certain:  "they  rest  from  their  labours."  Any 
teaching  which  seems  to  ignore  this,  is  misleading, 
or  has  not  been  properly  understood. 

Of  course,  we  must  not  press  the  words  of  the 
Bible  beyond  the  obvious  meaning  of  the  HOLY 
SPIRIT  when  He  used  them.  They  are  only 
"  figures  of  the  true  ;  "  pictures  of  a  deep  myste 
rious  life  which  we  shall  never  fully  understand 
till  GOD  allows  us  to  participate  in  it.  But  what 
is  the  underlying  idea  of  all  Bible-teaching  on  the 
subject  ?  Is  it  not  that  of  "  Rest  ?  "  "I  heard  a 
voice  from  heaven  saying  unto  me,  Write,  Blessed 
are  the  dead  which  die  in  the  LORD  from  hence 
forth  :  Yea,  saith  the  SPIRIT,  that  they  may  rest 
from  their  labours."*  They  "  rest  yet  for  a  little 
season. ""f*  They  are  "fallen  asleep  in  CHRIST  ;  " 
they  "sleep  in  JESUS."  J  It  is  not  unconscious 
sleep  ;  even  in  earthly  sleep,  the  mind  is  often 
active ;  but  it  is  the  "  taking  of  rest  in  sleep." 

I  do  not  want  to  speak  to  your  feelings,  this 
afternoon,  but  to  help  you  practically,  in  the  great 
battle  of  life.  If  you  wish  to  follow  out  the 
thought  on  its  more  emotional  side,  you  will  find 
it  in  "  Hymns  Ancient  and  Modern,"  No.  428  : 
"  The  Saints  of  GOD  !  their  conflict  past." 

Look  on  any  one  who  is  dead.  Watch  the 
body,  with  the  hands  crossed  over  that  quiet,  still 
form.  Think  of  it  a  little.  Recall  some  face  that 
you  have  known,  now  still  and  silent.  Is  it  not 

*  Rev.  xiv.  13.  t  Kev.  vi.  11. 

J  Acts  vii.  60.    1  Cor.  xv.  6,  18,  20,  51.     1  Thess.  iv. 
13-15 ;  v.  10. 
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all  "  Rest  ?  "  Or  spend  a  little  while,  wlien  you 
have  leisure,  in  studying  some  great  master-piece 
of  one  of  the  more  inspired  painters,  wherein 
the  Angels  are  bearing  away  the  body  :  observe 
the  cairn  stillness,  the  "  Rest ! "  Whatever 
else  is  uncertain,  this  is  perfectly  clear:  "they 
rest." 

Probably,  one  great  source  of  that  Rest  is  this : 
the  being  delivered  from  the  laws  of  Time  and 
Space ;  so  that  they  are  set  free  from  that  anxious 
looking  forward,  which  is  incident  to  our  fallen 
nature.  We  cannot  help  wondering  about  to 
morrow,  and  the  next  day,  and  the  day  after  that. 
Now  the  mere  fact  of  being  set  free  from  this, 
would  in  itself  be  an  unspeakable  rest.  If  we 
were  delivered  for  ever  from  all  worry  and  anxiety 
about  the  future,  we  should  be  almost  at  rest,  even 
now. 

At  all  events,  the  characteristic  of  the  other 
life  is  Rest:  quiet  Restfulness. 

And  it  is  a  mark  of  the  "  higher  life,"  in  this 
world.  Look  through  your  Bibles.  See  the  illus 
trations  used,  even  in  the  Old  Testament,  to 
describe  the  life  of  the  child  of  GOD:  e.g.,  safe 
under  the  shadow  of  the  rock,  with  the  storm 
raging  without;  hidden  in  GTOD'S  own  blessed 
Tabernacle  from  the  strife  of  tongues.  What  a 
blessing,  when,  even  for  a  short  half-hour,  we 
can  lock  the  door,  and  shut  out  all  "  the  strife  of 
tongues  !  "  Think  what  it  is,  to  be  kept  secretly 
in  &OD'S  Tabernacle,  hidden  privily  by  His  own 
Presence  from  the  provoking  of  all  men  !  And 
again  :  "  The  Beloved  of  the  LORD  shall  dwell  in 
safety  by  Him,  and  the  LORD  shall  cover  him  all 
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the  day  long,  and  he  shall  dwell  between  His 
shoulders."  "  The  work  of  righteousnesss  shall 
be  peace,  and  the  effect  of  righteousness,  quiet 
ness  and  assurance  for  ever.  And  my  people 
shall  dwell  in  a  peaceable  habitation,  and  in  sure 
dwellings,  and  in  quiet  resting-places,  when  it 
shall  hail,  coming  down  on  the  forest/'  &c. 
"Thou  wilt  keep  him  in  perfect  peace,  whose 
mind  is  stayed  on  Thee."* 

Think  also  of  the  glorious  teaching  embodied 
in  the  life  of  the  Father  of  all  who  have  entered 
by  faith  into  this  Rest.-|-  Think  of  all  that  is 
involved  in  that  'one  word,  '•'  JEHOVAH- JIREH  !" 
"The  LORD  will  provide ;"  —for  my  future, 
my  children,  my  work,  my  parish,  my  Church, 
my  all. 

Follow  out  the  thought,  in  the  third  and 
fourth  chapters  of  the  Epistle  to  the  Hebrews; 
unfolding  to  us  why  GOD  attaches  so  much  im 
portance  to  the  "Sabbath,"  as  the  day  that  was  to 
be  linked  with  GOD.  The  six  days  were  a  sort  of 
gift  to  man,  for  his  working  days,  under  the  old 
Dispensation;  but  the  seventh  day,  GOD  kept  for 
Himself.  It  was  the  "  sign "  of  His  blessed 
Presence  with  them.  "Yerily  My  Sabbaths  ye 
shall  keep  ;  for  it  is  a  sign  between  Me  and  you 
throughout  your  generations ;  that  ye  may  know 
that  I  am  the  LORD  that  doth  sanctify  you."J 
Study  all  that  GOD  says  in  the  Old  Testament  on 
this  subject; — any  Concordance  will  give  you  the 

*  Isa.  xxv.  4;  xxxii.  2.  Ps.  xci.  1,  2 ;  xxvii.  5 ;  xxxi.  20. 
Dent,  xxxiii.  12.  Isa.  xxxii.  17-19. 

t  Rom.  iv.  11,  20,  21.     Gen.  xxii.  14. 

j  Ex.  xxxi.  12-17.  Xehem.  ix.  14;  xiii.  15-22.  Ezek. 
xx.  12,  20. 
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passages,  under  the  word  "  Sabbath,"  or  "  Rest ;  " 
- — and  you  will  see  how  GOD  educated  the  Jews 
through  Sabbaths,  while  training  them  for  that 
which  ought  to  be  the  e very-day  life  of  those  who 
live  under  the  new  Dispensation. 

And  then,  turn  again  to  the  Epistle  to  the 
Hebrews,  and  read  the  words  that  are  written  for 
our  instruction  on  this  subject.  The  Apostle  has 
to  warn  the  people  not  to  be  disturbed,  because 
the  outward  glory  and  magnificence  by  which 
they  had  expected  the  old  Jewish  Covenant  to  be 
replaced  were  not  visible  amongst  them.  And  so, 
he  works  out,  under  the  guidance  of  the  HOLY 
SPIRIT,  the  deeper  meaning  of  the  4tf  Sabbath." 
"  He  that  is  entered  into  His  Rest,  he  also  hath 
ceased  from  his  own  works,  as  GOD  did  from 
His."  There  is  a  Rest,  a  Sabbath-keeping,  for 
the  people  of  GOD  ;  not  only  hereafter,  but 
here.  "As  GOD  did  rest  the  seventh  day  from 
all  His  works,"  so  "  we  which  have  believed 
do  enter  into  Rest." 

And  now  let  us  pass  on,  to  our  LORD'S  own 
life  on  earth.  What  is  the  lesson  that  we  learn, 
all  through  it  ?  The  lesson  of  Rest.  "  Even  so, 
FATHER,  for  so  it  seemed  good  in  Thy  sight,"  * — 
this  was  the  motto  and  the  law  of  His  whole  life. 
"Thou  couldest  have  no  power  at  all  against  Me, 
except  it  were  given  thee  from  above."  "The 
cup  which  my  FATHER  hath  given  Me,  shall  I 
not  drink  it  ?  "f 

This  was  His  offer,  His  invitation,  as  He  went 
up  and  down  the  world  :  "  Come  unto  Me,  all  ye 
that  labour  and  are  heavy  laden,  and  I  will  give 
*  St.  Matt.  xi.  20.  t  St.  John  xix.  11 ;  xviii.  11. 
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you  Rest.  Take  My  yoke  upon  you,  and  learn 
of  Me,  for  I  am  meek  and  lowly  in  heart ;  and  ye 
shall  find  Rest  unto  your  souls."* 

This  is  the  meaning  of  the  Law  of  His  King 
dom  :  "  Take  no  thought  for  the  morrow''  How 
marvellous  is  His  teaching,  in  these  days  of  worry 
and  fuss,  when  the  world  is  ever  assailing  our 
Rest !  How  wonderfully  restful  it  is,  to  take 
such  a  passage  as  St.  Matthew  vi.  25-34,  and  to 
picture  our  LORD,  as  He  sat  and  taught  the 
people ;  so  gentle,  so  full  of  compassion  for  the 
weary,  struggling  crowds !  Oh  my  brethren,  how 
He  would  have  felt  for  some  of  you,  who  have 
had  long  habits  of  evil  to  overcome !  How  He 
would  have  felt  for  you,  so  resolved  on  the  Sunday 
to  be  everything  that  is  right,  and  then  finding  it 
so  hard,  in  the  week,  when  brought  into  contact 
with  others !  How  He  would  have  felt  for  you, 
knowing  that  almost  before  the  echo  of  the  words 
had  died  away,  Satan  would  come,  with  some  dark 
thought  of  unbelief  and  despair,  as  if  this  blessed 
restful  life  were  impossible,  for  you ! 

And  then,  when  you  have  thought  a  little  about 
JESUS  CHRIST  Himself,  try  to  stand  near  Him, 
as  it  were,  on  that  mountain- side,  and  hear  Him 
say :  "  Behold  the  fowls  of  the  air  ;  for  they  sow 
not,  neither  do  they  reap,  nor  gather  into  barns, 
yet  your  heavenly  FATHER  feedeth  them.  Are  ye 
not  much  better  than  they  ?  Consider  the  lilies 
of  the  field,  how  they  grow;  they  toil  not,  neither 
do  they  spin  :  and  yet  I  say  unto  you,  that  even 
Solomon  in  all  his  glory  was  not  arrayed  like  one 
of  these.  Therefore  take  no  thought,  saying, 
*  St.  Matt.  xi.  28,  29. 
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What  shall  wo  cat  ?  or  what  shall  we  drink  ?  or 
wherewithal  shall  we  be  clothed?"  "Take  no 
thought:"  i.e.,  do  not  fret  yourself.  The  Greek 
word  means  "torn" — "divided:"  as  we  say  some 
times,  "I  feel  torn  to  pieces,  to-day."  How  many 
a  poor  mother  feels  it !  One  child  wants  this, 
another  wants  that :  this  duty  requires  attention, 
and  another  calls  her  elsewhere.  How  many  dis 
trict  visitors  and  teachers  feel  it,  too !  So  many 
things  demand  their  attention:  they  may  work 
till  they  drop,  and  yet,  by  GOD'S  own  providential 
ordering,  a  great  deal  must  be  left  undone.  How 
we  feel  "torn  to  pieces,"  with  so  many  calls  upon 
us! 

These  things  pressed  in  the  same  way, — we 
say  it  reverently, — upon  our  LORD  Himself. 
Yet  He  says  :  Do  not  be  worried,  torn  asunder, 
divided;  do  not  fret,  saying,  "What  shall  we 
eat,  or  what  shall  we  drink,  or  wherewithal  shall 
wo  be  clothed  ?  For  after  all  these  things  do  the 
Gentiles  seek;" — people  who  do  not  know  that 
they  have  a  FATHER  in  Heaven,  and  a  SAVIOUR, 
and  a  Blessed  SPIRIT,  to  care  for  them;  people 
who  do  not  realize  the  magnificence  and  the  rest- 
fulness  of  that  Kingdom  into  which  we  have  been 
baptized.  "Your  heavenly  FATHER  knoweth  that 
ye  have  need  of  all  these  things.  Seek  ye  first 
the  Kingdom  of  GOD,  and  His  Righteousness,  and 
all  these  things  shall  be  added  unto  you." 

"  Take  therefore  no  thought  for  the  morrow ; 
for  the  morrow  shall  take  thought  for  the  things 
of  itself."  "The  fowls  of  the  air  "—even  the 
sparrows  that  you  see  in  some  Square  in  London — 
"  your  heavenly  FATHER  feedeth  them."  When 
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ye  pray,  say,  Give  us  day  by  day  our  daily  bread.* 
The  dry  branches  of  those  trees  that  you  pass 
every  day  in  the  Park  shall  burst  out  again  with 
new  life,  in  the  beautiful  spring-time.  Think 
first  of  the  Kingdom  of  GOD,  and  you  may  leave 
all  else  to  His  care  :  the  money,  the  children,  the 
friends,  the  work.  "  Fear  not,  little  flock,  for  it 
is  your  Father's  good  pleasure  to  give  you  the 
Kingdom."  "In  quietness  and  in  confidence 
shall  be  your  strength."  "  0  rest  in  the  LORD  ; 
wait  patiently  for  Him!"  "Casting  all  your 
care  upon  Him,  for  He  careth  for  you."  -f- 

Against  this  spirit  of  Restful  Dependence, 
Satan  battles.  And  when  you  have  realized  the 
blessing,  you  will  not  wonder  at  the  great  power 
which  Satan  brings  to  bear  upon  us,  in  order  to 
rob  us  of  this  Restfulness.  You  must  have  ob 
served  again  and  again,  how — after  some  Com 
munion,  or  some  other  time  of  great  spiritual 
blessing,  everything  seems  to  go  wrong.  The 
very  strain  of  your  prayers  has  prepared  you, 
physically,  for  being  easily  upset.  You  seem  to 
be  more  worried  than  ever.  The  very  people  that 
you  do  not  want  to  see  are  perhaps  waiting  to 
speak  to  you.  Everything  seems  to  happen  as  if 
designed  011  purpose  to  rob  you  of  calm  and 
restful  communion  with  GOD. 

And  then,  have  you  never  observed  how  won 
derfully  Satan  tries,  at  such  a  moment,  to  make 
the  most  unnecessary  trifles  appear  of  importance  ? 

*  St.  Luke  xi.  2,  3. 

t  St.  Luke  xii.  3i>.    Is.xxx.lo.   Ps.xxxyii.7.   1  St. Peter 
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Any  of  you  who  are  at  all  trained  to  examine 
yourselves  know  how  Satan  will  come,  again  and 
again,  with  little  silly  things  to  worry  you  about 
the  future  ;  when  you  know  that  you  may  be 
dead,  or  the  people  about  whom  you  are  planning 
may  be  dead,  before  there  is  any  need  of  your 
plans ! 

This  is  quite  different  from  that  necessary 
providing  for  the  future,  which  is  part  of  to-day's 
burden.  It  is  a  perpetual  breaking  of  the  Law  of 
the  Kingdom:  "Take  no  thought  for  the  morrow." 
It  is  all  part  and  parcel  of  the  work  of  Satan,  who 
desires  to  hinder  the  work  of  JESUS  CHRIST.  For 
he  would  far  rather  make  us  lose  our  trust  in  our 
LORD,  than  drag  us  down  into  any  open  evil.  He 
knows  that  it  is  easier  for  us  to  be  uplifted  from 
even  the  most  grievous  fall,  than  from  unbelief. 
His  one  great  object  is  to  make  us  doubt  the 
power  and  the  love  and  the  goodness  of  our  LORD. 

I  must  not  repeat  it  over  and  over  again ;  but 
I  should  like  you  to  repeat  it  over  and  over  again 
to  your  own  souls  :  "  We  which  have  believed  do 
enter  into  Rest."  Pray  GOD  to  help  you  to  enter 
into  that  Rest ! 

Look  at  that  calm,  restful  body,  and  dwell 
awhile  in  fellowship  with  that  spirit,  resting  from 
its  labours;  and  then  pause  and  say:  "Return 
unto  thy  Rest,  0  my  soul !  Imitate  those  who  are 
now  inheriting  the  Promises.  Live  as  the  glorious 
Company  of  the  Apostles  and  all  the  Saints  in 
Paradise  are  living  now ! " 

Think  of  the  Blessed  Ones,  till  their  quiet 
Rest  shall  seem  to  come  into  your  own  troubled 
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soul.  Think  of  that  glorious  Sabbath  which 
knows  no  ending !  Think  of  that  "  sea  of  glass 
like  unto  crystal ;"  the  very  picture  of  all  that  is 
calm  and  still.  Think  of  resting  in  the  Garden  of 
the  LORD, — in  Paradise, — with  CHRIST.*  Think 
of  the  Blessed  Ones,  doubtless  thinking  of  you, 
and  praying  for  you,  though  you  must  not  pray 
to  them ;  longing,  with  a  calm,  restful,  prayerful 
longing,  for  the  breaking  of  that  Day  when,  like 
the  poor  demoniac  in  the  Gospel  story,  we  shall 
have  done  with  all  our  sinful  folly,  and  shall  be 
found  on  the  shores  of  that  quiet  sea,  in  the  early 
Easter  morning,  sitting  at  our  SAVIOUR'S  Feet,, 
clothed,  and  in  our  right  mind! 

*  St.  Luke  xxiii.  43;  Phil.  i.  23. 
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ADDRESS  III. 


THIRD  SUNDAY  IN  ADVENT,  1878. 


WE  have  seen  that  we  can,  as  Communicants, 
live  either  a  higher  or  a  lower  life ;  and  that  the 
higher  life  is  possible  for  every  one  of  us. 

We  all  desire  to  live  this  higher  life  of  GOD'S 
Elect.  And  we  are  considering,  this  Advent,  as 
one  of  the  means  by  which  we  can  be  uplifted, 
through  the  HOLY  SPIRIT,  above  the  level  of 
the  ordinary  Communicant,  the  meaning  of  the 
words  which  we  so  often  repeat  in  our  Creed  : 

"  I    BELIEVE    IN    THE    COMMUNION    OF    SAINTS." 

We  are  "  compassed  about  with  a  great  cloud 
of  witnesses."  A  great  multitude  whom  no  man 
can  number, — nearer  to  us  than  human  language 
is  able  to  describe,  hidden  from  us  by  only  a  thin 
veil  which  at  any  moment  may  be  rent  asunder, — 
are  silently  imploring  us,  as  it  were,  to  rise  on 
the  wings  of  a  Heaven-inspired  faith  and  hope ; 
to  be  followers  of  them,  even  as  they  also  are  of 
CHRIST. 
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And  these,  like  elder  brothers  and  sisters,  are 
one  with.  us.  They  are  under  the  roof  of  the  same 
FATHER'S  Home ;  members  of  the  same  mystical 
Body  of  CHRIST  ;  in-dwelt  by  the  same  SPIRIT. 
They  are  a  step  in  advance  of  us,  because  they 
have  been  set  free  from  certain  restrictions  by 
which  our  spirits  are  still  clogged,  in  their  upward 
flight :  yet  only  one  step  in  advance ;  for  they, 
like  us,  are  not  yet  "made -perfect." 

As  we  read  the  glowing  language  of  one  of 
the  greatest  of  modern  writers,*  picturing  to  us 
the  scenery  of  the  material  sky,  we  seem  dimly  to 
perceive  how  "the  heavens  declare  the  glory  of 
GOD,"  in  the  spiritual  "  cloud  "  by  which  we  are 
surrounded.  The  lower  region,  we  are  told,  is 
emphatically  the  "  rain-cloud ;"  whereas  sym 
metry,  purity,  multitude,  and  variety,  are  the 
characteristics  of  the  clouds  of  the  higher  at 
mosphere  ;  and  the  central  clouds  partake  of  the 
characteristics  of  both.  And  so,  as  we  gaze  to 
gether,  in  these  Advent  Lectures,  on  the  eternal 
sky,  we  seem  to  mark,  between  the  mists  and 
vapours  of  earth,  and  the  purity,  the  symmetry, 
the  grandeur  of  that  upper  region,  a  border- 
realm,  as  it  were  ;  "  the  central  cloud-region," 
linked  with  both,  partaking  of  the  characteristics 
of  both : — that  great  "  cloud  of  witnesses,"  "  the 
spirits  and  souls  of  the  righteous." 

They  are  above  us ;  delivered  from  the  burden 
of  the  flesh,  from  the  snares  of  the  world,  and 
from  the  crafts  and  assaults  of  the  Devil.  And 
yet,  they  are  not  "made  perfect;"  they  are 
waiting,  as  we  also  are  waiting,  for  the  birth  of 
*  See  Ixuskin's  "  Modern  Painters." 
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that  mysterious  Morning,  when  we,  together  with 
them,  shall  have  "  our  perfect  consummation  and 
bliss,  both  in  body  and  soul : "  when  we,  together 
with  them,  shall  enter  into  the  clearer  light  of  the 
Resurrection  Kingdom,  where  every  capacity  of 
body,  soul,  and  spirit,  shall  be  developed  according 
to  GOD'S  own  eternal  ideal.* 

Then  shall  be  realized  the  full  meaning  of 
those  wonderful  words :  "  He  shall  come  to  be 
glorified  in  His  Saints,  and  to  be  admired  in  all 
them  that  believe."  f  All  created  beings  shall 
bow  down  before  Him,  acknowledging  Him  as 
the  Source  of  all  the  light  and  glory  and  beauty 
manifested  in  His  Saints. 

But  even  now,  as  all  those  material  clouds 
derive  their  light  and  glory  and  beauty  from  one 
sun,  so  CHRIST  is  "  glorified  in  His  Saints."  The 
clouds  above,  and  the  central  clouds  of  Paradise, 
and  the  lower  cloud-region, — the  holy  ones  by 
whom  we  are  now  visibly  surrounded,  still  in  the 
body, — all  draw  their  light  from  the  same  CHRIST. 
It  is  the  same  sunlight  in  the  clouds,  everywhere. 
We  must  stay  awhile  in  this  "  lower  region  "  of 
earth,  with  all  its  storms  of  trial  and  temptation ; 
but  we  wish,  even  here,  to  rise  to  the  higher  life, 
by  copying  the  characteristics  of  the  Blessed  Ones 
in  Paradise. 

One  such  mark,  we  considered  last  Sunday  : 
Hestfulness. 

You  remember  how  we  separated  it  off  from 
sloth  and  idleness ;  we  saw  that  it  is,  on  the  con 
trary,  the  source  of  every  higher  form  of  activity. 

*  1  Thess.  v.  23,  24.     1  Cor.  xv.  51,  52.     Eom.  viii.  22-25. 
t  2  Thess.  i.  10. 
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"Work  done  out  of  harmony  with  GOD,  comes 
to  nothing  ;  but  work  done  in  a  restful  spirit, 
drinking  in  of  the  Love  of  GOD,  is  eternal  work. 
It  is  Divine  work,  though  done  by  human  instru 
mentality  ;  therefore  it  shall  last,  when  heaven 
and  earth  shall  pass  away. 

We  also  separated  off  this  Restfulness  from  a 
mere  easy-going  temperament ;  we  saw  that  it  is 
generally  wrought  out  of  the  burning  iron  of  an 
impetuous,  active  nature.  As  a  general  rule,  the 
highest  type  of  that  Restfulness  which  is  a 
characteristic  of  the  Saints  in  Paradise, — that 
Restfulness  for  which  we  are  praying,  this  Ad 
vent, — is  wrought  out  of  the  fiery  activity  of  the 
natural  man,  fashioned  in  the  furnace  of  GOD'S 
searching  and  yet  most  loving  discipline. 

It  is  the  Rest  of  heart  wThich  springs  from 
Dependence  upon  GOD  ;  that  Dependence  which 
comes  from  Faith — the  Faith  which  comes  from 
a  contemplation  of  the  ever-blessed  and  glorious 
TRINITY,  as  revealed  to  us  in  Holy  Scripture. 

This  brings  me  to  the  special  thought  that  is 
to  occupy  us  this  afternoon  : — DEPENDENCE  upon 
GOD. 

"  The  souls  of  the  righteous  are  in  the  Hand  of 
GOD."*  Of  course,  all  of  r.s  are  in  GOD'S  Hand; 
but  by  an  instinct  we  seem  to  feel  that  those 
Blessed  Ones,  above  all  others,  are  "  in  the  Hand 
of  GOD." 

It  may  be  helpful  to  you — it  has  been  helpful 
to  myself — to  dwell  on  some  of  those  Collects  in 
which  the  Church  has  clothed  for  us  the  teaching 
*  Wisdom  of  Solomon,  iii.  1. 
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of  the  Bible  on  this  subject,  and  which  we  find 
in  her  offices  for  "  the  Visitation  of  the  Sick  "  and 
"  the  Burial  of  the  Dead."  They  are  full  of  teach 
ing,  if  studied  in  the  light  of  Holy  Scripture. 

Observe  those  last  words  in  the  Visitation  of 
the  Sick  :  "  Unto  GOD'S  gracious  mercy  and  pro 
tection  we  commit  thee:"  and  the  "Commenda 
tory  Prayer  for  a  sick  person  at  the  point  of 
departure:"  "0  Almighty  GOD,  with  Whom  do 
live  the  spirits  of  just  men  made  perfect,  after 
they  are  delivered  from  their  earthly  prisons,  we 
humbly  commend  the  soul  of  this  Thy  servant 
into  Thy  Hands,  as  into  the  Hands  of  a  faithful 
Creator  and  most  merciful  Saviour ;  most  humbly 
beseeching  Thee  that  it  may  be  precious  in  Thy 
sight." 

And  then,  in  that  beautiful  Office  for  the 
Burial  of  the  Dead,  which  seems  to  lift  us  above 
the  mists  and  vapours  of  this  lower  cloud-level, 
we  say  :  "  Forasmuch  as  it  hath  pleased  Almighty 
GOD,  of  His  great  mercy,  to  take  unto  Himself 
the  soul  of  our  dear  brother  here  departed,  we 
therefore  commit  his  body  to  the  ground."  The 
LORD,  Who  at  the  beginning  gave  the  soul,  to 
be  clothed  with  a  mortal  body,  has  taken  it  again 
unto  Himself  :  it  is  "  in  the  Hand  of  GOD." 

And  in  the  next  Collect  we  say:  "Almighty 
GOD,  with  Whom  do  live  the  spirits  of  them  that 
depart  hence  in  the  LORD,  and  with  Whom  the 
souls  of  the  Faithful,  after  they  are  delivered 
from  the  burden  of  the  flesh,  are  in  joy  and 
felicity,"  &c. 

The  one  thought  which  comes  out  clearly 
and  distinctly,  in  all  the  Collects,  is  that  of 
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absolute  dependence  upon  GOD  ;  they  are  "  in  the 
Hand  of  GOD." 

And  it  is  the  Will  of  GOD  to  bring  us  into  this 
condition  of  Restful  Dependence,  here  on  earth. 
It  is  hardly  too  much  to  say,  that  the  Will  of  GOD 
for  us  will  have  been  accomplished,  so  far  as  this 
little  span  of  our  earthly  existence  is  concerned, 
if,  before  we  die,  we  are  brought  into  a  condition 
of  Restful  Dependence  upon  Him.  We  are  then 
ready  for  the  next  development  of  His  Will,  in 
the  higher  part  of  His  Kingdom. 

It  is  therefore  very  important  to  lay  hold  of 
the  following  thoughts,  however  imperfectly  I 
may  be  able  to  set  them  before  you,  as  to  the 
various  ways  in  which  we  are  trained  by  GOD,  so 
as  to  learn  this  lesson  of  Restful  Dependence. 

I.  The  whole  scheme  of  Christianity  teaches 
us,  from  the  outset,  to  depend  upon  Another,— 
outside  of  self, — to  depend  upon  JESUS  CETRIST 
alone,  for  Pardon  and  Acceptance. 

The  penitent  thief  and  the  Apostle  Paul  were 
as  different  as  they  possibly  could  be,  so  far  as 
holiness  was  concerned ;  but  as  to  their  accept 
ance  with  GOD,  they  stood  on  the  same  level. 
The  only  ground  on  which  any  of  us  can 
stand  before  GOD  for  a  moment,  whatever  our 
spiritual  condition  as  to  personal  holiness,  is  that 
the  Blood  of  JESUS  CHRIST  has  washed  us  from 
our  sins,  and  that  GOD  has  been  pleased  to  accept 
us  "  in  HIM."  If  we  have  believed  in  CHRIST  at 
all,  we  know  this  at  least ;  and  the  holiest  among 
us  will  be  the  first  to  acknowledge  how  continually 
they  have  failed, — over  and  over  again  in  one 
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day, — in  one  hour! — so  that  if  it  were  not  for 
the  knowledge  that  an  infinite  Ransom  has  been 
paid  for  the  whole  sin  of  the  entire  race  of  man 
kind,  they  would  simply  sink  down  into  despair. 
"  In  many  things  we  offend/'  all  of  us,  even  to 
the  end.  "  If  we  say  that  we  have  no  sin,  we 
deceive  ourselves."  *  And  even  one  sin  needs 
that  infinite  Atonement.  We  have  to  depend  on 
CHRIST  alone  for  acceptance,  from  first  to  last. 
You  see  what  "  Dependence  upon  GOD  "  this 
simple  truth  teaches  us  ! 

II.  We  learn  the  same  lesson,  as  we  "  go  for 
ward  "  in  the  Christian  life.  The  whole  idea  of 
the  life  of  Holiness  is  that  of  Restful  Dependence. 

Acceptance  in  CHRIST  is  the  starting-point. 
But  we  have  to  go  on ;  every  year  growing  in 
humility,  in  love,  in  faith,  in  absolute  surrender  to 
the  LORD  JESUS  CHRIST.  And  for  this  progress, 
we  have  to  depend  entirely  upon  the  HOLY  SPIRIT, 
to  pour  into  us — to  communicate  to  us — the  Life 
of  CHRIST. 

If  we  take  that  cardinal  passage,  St.  John  xv., 
we  see  how  the  whole  idea  of  the  Christian  life  is 
that  of  something  infused;  something  poured  into 
us ;  like  the  branch  abiding  in  the  Vine,  receiving 
life  from  the  Vine.  "As  the  branch  cannot  bear 
fruit  of  itself,  except  it  abide  in  the  Vine,  no  more 
can  ye,  except  ye  abide  in  Me.  I  am  the  Vine,  ye 
are  the  branches :  he  that  abideth  in  Me,  and  I  in 
him,  the  same  bringeth  forth  much  fruit;  for 
without  Me" — severed  from  Me — "ye  can  do 


nothing." 


*  St.  James  iii.  2.     1  St.  John  i.  8. 
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And  so,  the  weary  years  that  many  Christian 
people  spend  in  trying  to  make  themselves  good, 
only  end  in  failure ;  though  GOD  accepts  every 
honest  endeavour.  We  make  more  progress 
in  one  year,  when  we  have  learned  to  receive 
life  from  CIIHIST,  than  in  a  whole  lifetime  of 
•struggling  by  ourselves.  It  must  be  so ;  for 
JESUS  CHRIST  has  said,  "  Without  Me,  ye  can  do 
nothing."  Ninety-nine  out  of  a  hundred  of  those 
whom  I  have  to  help,  individually,  shipwreck 
themselves  on  this  rock  ;  they  are  struggling  to 
make  themselves  better,  instead  of  opening  their 
hearts  to  receive.  And  so,  they  multiply  their 
difficulties  a  thousand-fold.  They  are  like  a  man 
who,  instead  of  opening  the  windows  of  his  house 
in  the  morning,  should  resolve  to  light  up  every 
corner  of  it  by  his  own  unaided  efforts  !  lie 
would  succeed  in  making  a  sort  of  light,  at  last ; 
but  how  different  from  that  which  comes  simply 
according  to  the  Law  of  GOD'S  Creation,  by  open 
ing  wide  the  windows,  and  letting  the  sunlight 
stream  in ! 

The  more  you  dwell  on  it,  the  more  you  will 
see  that,  as  the  beginning  of  the  Christian  life 
teaches  dependence  upon  JESUS  CHRIST  for  accept 
ance,  so  the  whole  of  the  after-life  teaches  depend 
ence  upon  GOD  the  HOLT  GHOST,  to  communicate 
to  us,  to  pour  into  us,  day  by  day,  the  Life  of 
CHRIST.  It  is  only  by  this  Divine  Life,  infused 
into  the  soul, — not  generated  through  our  own 
efforts,  that  we  can  bring  forth  fruit  that  is 
pleasing  to  GOD.* 

You  will  remember,  of  course,  to  balance  this 
*  Phil.  i.  11. 
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present  teaching,  the  various  other  truths  that 
have  been  taught  to  you,  over  and  over  again, 
about  man's  responsibility,  man's  free-will,  and 
the  like.  But  see  what  "Dependence  upon  GOD" 
is  taught,  by  the  truth  which  we  arc  now  con 
sidering !  Observe  how  utterly  dependent  upon 
GOD  it  makes  us,  as  to  whether  He  chooses  to  pour 
in  the  life  or  not,  and  how  and  when  He  pours  it 
in,  and  to  what  extent.  "  In  Him  we  live,  and 
move,  and  have  our  being. "* 

III.  Follow  out  this  lesson  of  Dependence  for 
yourselves,  in  Bible  Pictures  and  Bible-  History. 

1.  Take,  for  instance,  such  an  illustration  as- 
the  "  little  child."  We  are  to  "  become  as  little 
children."  "Of  such  is  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven." 
In  the  world,  the  more  we  assert  ourselves, — the 
more  we  fight  for  ourselves, — the  better  we  get 
on.  But  in  GOD'S  Kingdom,  we  must  be  like 
"little  children. "•(•  "Whosoever  shall  humble 
himself  as  this  little  child,  the  same  is  greatest 
in  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven." 

Now  what  is  there  in  "  little  children,"  that 
made  our  LORD  point  them  out,  as  illustrating  the 
very  thought  that  He  wanted  to  teach  humanity  ? 
Look  at  them,  in  their  helpless  infancy:  do  they 
not  seem  to  be  waiting,  till  GOD  gives  the  power 
to  walk,  to  speak,  to  think?  What  a  picture  for 
the  guidance  of  your  life  and  mine,  dear  Brethren ! 
Every  hour,  every  moment,  waiting  upon  GOD  ; 
not  rushing  into  a  thing,  but  waiting  till  GOD 
gives  the  word ;  waiting,  that  GOD  may  guide  us, 
and  then  going  forth  calmly, — and  powerfully, 
*  Acts  xvii.  28.  f  St.  Matt,  xviii.  1-4;  xix.  14. 
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because  calmly, — to  act,  in  dependence  on  GOD.* 
We  are  to  "become  as  little  children." 

Take  another  illustration.  We  are  to  be  like 
"  sheep "  following  their  shepherd,  with  that 
instinct  which  they  seem  to  have  —  you  see  it 
especially  in  the  East — of  depending  upon  a  higher 
power.  That  is  the  thought  which  our  LORD  sets 
before  us.  "  My  sheep  hear  My  Yoice ;  and  I 
know  them,  and  they  follow  Me."  f  We  are  to 
cling  to  a  higher  power ;  to  depend  entirely  upon 
our  LORD  JESUS  CHRIST. 

2.  Trace  it  again,  in  Old  Testament  History. 
For  instance :  when  GOD  said  :  "  In  returning  and 
rest  shall  ye  be  saved ;  in  quietness  and  in  con 
fidence  shall  be  your  strength,"  they  said,  No ! 
Horses,  chariots,  Egypt,  Pharaoh,  magnificent 
armies  ;  something  that  we  can  see  and  touch ; 
something  that  humanity  will  .acknowledge  as 
glorious  !  And  you  remember  the  awful  misery 
that  followed  :  how  those  who  trusted  in  worldly 
power  found  it  a  "  reed  "  that  only  pierced  the 
hand  which  leaned  upon  it.J 

The  same  thing  is  true,  now.  It  is  the  old 
history  of  Israel,  over  again !  The  Church  is 
shipwrecking  herself  in  England  by  her  miserable 
dependence  upon  the  outward: — upon  outward 
organizations,  outward  systems,  outward  schemes. 
If  only  in  quietness  and  confidence  she  would  go 
forward,  "  leaning  upon  her  Beloved,"  instead  of 
staying  herself  on  the  boasted  power  of  the  things 

*  Ps.  Ixii.  1,  5.  t  St.  John  x.  4,  27. 

J  Ezek.  xxix.  7.  2  Kings  xviii.  21.  Isa.  xxx.  1-5,  L5-17 ; 
xxxi.  1-3.  See  also  Gen.  iii.  4,  5 ;  xi.  1-9.  Ps.  Ixxviii. 
,1  Sam.  viii.  4-20.  2  Chron.  xvi.  7-9. 
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of  time  and  sense,  she  might  ride  triumphant 
over  the  world,  in  CHRIST,  "conquering  and  to 
conquer/' 

IV.  The  whole  Discipline  of  Life  teaches  us  this 
same  lesson  of  Dependence. 

We  see  it  in  all  the  changes  of  outward  life. 
How  little  we  know  what  a  day  may  bring  forth : 
—what  may  happen  .to  us  in  our  body,  or  what 
may  happen  as  to  our  work;  how  it  may  be 
altered ;  how  we  may  be  taken  from  it,  or  it  may 
be  taken  from  us  !  Does  not  this  make  us  depend 
necessarily  upon  a  higher  Being? 

This,  again,  is  the  meaning  of  many  of  your 
failures.  Go  over  your  life  :  the  good  that  you 
have  tried  to  do,  the  souls  that  you  have  honestly 
tried  to  benefit.  GOD  has  loved  you  and  blessed 
you  for  it:  and  He  is  blessing  you  now,  by  letting 
you  see  the  meaning  of  all  the  failures  ;  how  the 
health  broke  down,  and  the  plans  came  to  nothing, 
and  the  resolutions  seemed  only  to  end  in  hopeless 
defeat, — how  you  have  broken  down  in  body,  soul, 
and  spirit, — all  because,  in  His  tender  Love,  GOD 
was  teaching  you  to  depend  upon  One  outside  of 
yourself.  This  was  the  meaning  of  all  that 
strange  mingling  of  trial  and  blessing,  failure  and 
success  ; — partial  success,  to  cheer  you  on,  because 
GOD  knew  that  you  could  not  bear  entire  failure ; 
partial  failure,  because  entire  success  would  have 
fostered  pride  and  self-dependence. 

So  again,  as  to  the  changes  in  our  spiritual 
life.  Who  does  not  know  the  strange  way  in 
which,  one  day,  we  seem  to  be  on  the  Mount  of 
Transfiguration, —  so  happy,  resting  in  JESTJS 
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CHRIST  ;  and  the  next  day,  we  are  down  in  the 
depths  of  almost  unbelief  ?  Who  does  not  know 
how  even  one  hour  may  make  us,  who  have  been 
helping  others,  doubt  whether  we  ourselves  have 
any  part  or  lot  in  the  matter?  What  is  GOD 
doing,  through  it  all,  but  teaching  us  our  absolute 
dependence  upon  Him,  as  to  what  He  may  see  fit, 
at  any  given  moment,  to  bestow  upon  us. 

So  we  might  go  on,  through  all  the  manifold 
discipline  of  life:  money,  health,  influence,  work, 
given  to  us,  and  taken  away,  and  given  again, 
that  we  may  be  taught  that  the  Living  GOD  is  He 
in  Whose  Hands  our  breath  is,  and  Whose  are  all 


And  then,  there  is  the  discipline  of  Old  ^ 
This  thought  may  be  helpful  to  those  of  you  who 
—  if  CHRIST  does  not  soon  return  —  may  be  called 
to  pass  through  the  trials  of  old  age. 

It  is  a  blessed  thing  to  be  with  little  children, 
or  with  old  people  :  we  learn  a  great  deal  about 
GOD'S  Kingdom  from  them.  Now  what  do  these 
old  people  tell  you,  in  speaking  of  their  troubles  ? 
That  it  is  so  hard  to  be  obliged  to  be  helped  by 
other  people  ;  and  that  they  cannot  keep  their 
thoughts  fixed,  when  they  pray.  What  does  it 
all  mean  ?  GOD  is  completing  their  education  : 
He  is  teaching  them  the  one  lesson  needed  before 
they  pass  out  of  this  life,  —  to  have  no  will  but 
His  ;  to  be  able  to  say  :  "  Thy  Will  be  done,  O 
GOD,  come  what  may:  —  wandering  thoughts, 
weakness,  weariness,  depression:  —  Amen!" 

One  other  point  ought  to  be  mentioned  under 
this  head:  the  discipline  of  Falls.     You  remember 
*  Dan.  v.  23. 


"Tlie  Communion  of  Saints."          49 

that  wonderful  Psalm,* — it  is  well  worth  studying, 
—where  David  tells  us  that  in  his  prosperity  he 
said :  "I  shall  never  be  removed ;  Thou,  LORD,  of 
Thy  goodness,  hast  made  my  hill  so  strong/'  You 
observe,  he  recognized  GOD,  and  thanked  GOD. 
But  he  thought  that  GOD  had  made  him  so  strong 
that  he  should  never  fall !  And  then,  GOD  took 
away  His  protection,  and  he  did  fall,  and  had  to 
go  back  to  his  GOD  "right  humbly."  This  is  one 
of  the  commonest  experiences  of  Christian  people. 
You  must  have  continually  found,  that  after  times 
of  special  thanksgiving  and  spiritual  joy,  there  are 
falls.  I  have  known  men  who  had  led  many 
others  to  love  and  serve  GOD,  and  then  became 
satisfied  with  their  experience,  and  fell,  with  a 
deadly  fall. 

What  does  all  this  teach  us,  but  that  old  lesson 
of  the  wilderness,*!* — the  lesson  of  Dependence: 
that  there  is  no  stock  of  manna  for  to-morrow,  in 
the  spiritual  Kingdom  :  that  we  have  to  begin 
afresh,  day  by  day,  depending  upon  GOD,  like 
little  children,  for  the  daily  bread ;  and  that  the 
moment  we  presume  to  speak  as  if  we  had  laid  up 
a  store  of  faith,  or  of  knowledge,  or  of  love,  or 
any  spiritual  store  at  all,  then  the  "manna"  must 
become  corrupt? 

Do  you  not  see  how  the  whole  of  life,  from  the 
babe  in  the  mother's  arms,  to  the  old  man  tot 
tering  into  his  grave,  is  designed  to  teach  us  this 
one  lesson,  Dependence  upon  GOD?  There  will  be 
grand  lessons  to  learn  hereafter  ;  but  this  world  is 
a  parenthesis  ;  sin  has  come  in,  here :  and  the 
object  of  this  life's  discipline  is  to  train  us  into  a 
*  Psa.  xxx.  t  Ex.  xvi.  4,  20. 
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day-by-day  depending,  not  upon  ourselves  in  any 
form,  but  upon  the  living  GOD. 

V.  Satan  tries  hard,  to  hinder  this  work.  All  the 
great  temptations  of  the  Devil,  recorded  in  the 
Bible,  are  part  and  parcel  of  the  Devil's  effort  to 
hinder  GOD'S  design,  in  this  training -time  of 
earthly  life ;  from  the  temptation  of  Adam  and 
Eve,  to  the  temptation  of  CHRIST  Himself — to 
turn  stones  into  bread,  instead  of  depending  upon 
His  FATHER.  All  the  temptations  that  come  to 
you  and  to  me,  in  our  work,  have  the  same  object. 

How  apt  we  are  to  say:  "  If  only  we  could  lay 
hold  of  that  man; — he  has  so  much  money,  or  in 
fluence,  or  intellect !  And  yet  the  HOLY  GHOST 
is  continually  teaching  us  that  it  is  not  by  earthly 
wealth  or  power  or  wisdom  that  the  Kingdom  of 
CHRIST  was  established,  or  will  ever  be  main 
tained.* 

And  how  often  we  are  tempted  to  depend  upon 
ourselves  !  Something  must  be  done,  and  done  at 
once  ;  and  we  must  go  and  do  it  ourselves !  What 
a  restless  life  some  of  us  lead;  hurrying  from 
house  to  house,  from  meeting  to  meeting  !  The 
loud  talking, — the  agitation;  as  if  there  were  no 
GOD  in  Heaven,  sitting  above  the  water-floods  ;  as 
if  the  whole  of  the  Church's  future  would  be  ship 
wrecked,  unless  this  particular  scheme  be  carried 
out,  or  this  special  influence  be  brought  to  bear 
upon  the  cause  of  CHRIST  at  this  particular 
juncture ! 

0  my  brethren,  how  well  the  Devil  succeeds ! 
What  songs  of  triumph  must  arise  in  hell,  while 
*  1  Cor.  i.  25-29  ;  ii.  1-5. 
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the  Angels  weep — if  Angels  can  weep — over 
the  folly  of  a  self-reliant  and  Goo-doubting 
humanity  ! 

YI.  The  Encouragements  to  Dependence  upon 
GOD  are  wonderful.  They  run  all  through  the 
Bible.  "  Fret  not  thyself," — so  tenderly  does 
GOD  speak  to  us, — "  else  shalt  thou  be  moved  to 
do  evil."  And  is  it  not  so  ?  Is  it  not  when  you 
have  fretted  yourself, — when  you  have  been  "in  a 
fuss,"  that  you  have  said  things  which  you  had 
better  not  have  said,  and  done  the  very  things 
which  you  ought  not  to  have  done,  and  lost  the 
guidance  of  GOD,  and  the  blessing  of  your  Com 
munions  ?  "  Fret  not  thyself  !  "  "  Put  thou  thy 
trust  in  the  LORD,  and  be  doing  good  ;  dwell  in 
the  land,  and  verily  thou  shalt  be  fed.  Delight 
thou  in  the  LORD,  and  He  shall  give  thee  thy 
heart's  desire.  Commit  thy  way  unto  the  LORD, 
and  put  thy  trust  in  Him,  and  He  shall  bring  it 
to  pass.  Hold  thee  still  in  the  LORD,  and  abide 
patiently  upon  Him."  "Return  unto  thy  rest, 
O  my  soul;  for  the  LORD  hath  dealt  bountifully 
with  thee,"  "I  the  LORD  thy  GOD  will  hold  thy 
right  hand,  saying  unto  thee,  Fear  not,  I  will  help 
thee."  "  I  will  lead  the  blind  by  a  way  that  they 
knew  not."  "  They  shall  not  be  ashamed  that 
wait  for  Me."  The  Bible  is  full  of  encourage 
ments  to  this  spirit  of  Restful  Dependence.* 

VII.  We  now  come  to  the  last  and  best  of  all 
these  teachings  as  to  Dependence  on  GOD:   the 
Example  of  JESUS  CHRIST. 
*  Ps.  xxxvii.  3-8 ;  cxvi.  7.     Is.  xli.  13 ;  xlii.  16  ;  xlix.  iW. 
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Meditate  with,  me  for  a  few  moments  on  some 
of  His  own  blessed  words.  "  My  time  is  not  yet 
come  :  but  your  time  is  alway  ready."  In  other 
words:  The  moment  a  thing  comes  into  your 
mind,  you  go  and  do  it ;  but  My  time, — the  time 
appointed  by  My  FATHER,  is  not  yet  come.  I 
have  not  yet  received  My  FATHER'S  command  to 
go  to  this  Feast ;  and  without  My  FATHER  I  can 
do  nothing,  any  more  than  a  little  child  without 
the  mother's  help.  "I  live  by  the  FATHER."  "  I 
have  not  spoken,  of  Myself."  "  The  SON  can  do 
nothing  of  Himself."  "  I  can  of  Mine  own  self 
do  nothing."  And  again:  "I  will  put  My  trust 
in  HIM  ;  "  as  the  true,  perfect  Man,  fulfilling  the 
Divine  idea  of  the  creaturely  life.  "FATHER, 
into  Thy  Hands  I  commend  My  spirit:"  and  this, 
not  only  when  dying,  but  all  through  His  earthly 
life.* 

And  so,  as  we  follow  our  LORD,  we  see  Satan 
trying  to  hinder  Him,  in  this  life  of  Dependence 
on  His  FATHER  ;  trying  to  persuade  Him  to  act 
for  Himself,  without  seeking  His  FATHER'S  guid 
ance  ;  to  do  the  works  of  His  own  choosing.  But 
we  watch  Him,  resisting  the  Devil,  stedfast,  un- 
moveable ;  on  the  one  hand,  refusing  to  be  hurried 
into  any  premature  act;f  and  on  the  other  hand, 
"when  the  time  was  come,"  stedfastly  setting  His 
face  to  go  to  Jerusalem,  though  shrinking  back 
with,  such  an  unutterable  agony  of  spirit  that  it 
was  seen  in  His  very  Face,  and  "  amazed  "  His. 

*  St.  John  vii.  6;  vi.  57 ;  xii.  49,  50;  v.  19,  30;  riii.  28, 
29;  xiv.  10.  Heb.  ii.  13.  St.  Luke  xxiii.  46. 

f  St.  John  iv.  1-3 ;  v.  13 ;  vi.  15 ;  vii.  2-10 ;  viii.  59  ; 
x.  39,40;  xi.  53,54. 
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disciples.  " JESUS  went  before  them:  and  they 
were  amazed ;  and  as  they  followed,  they  were 
afraid."*  As  they  looked  on  Him,  they  saw 
the  inward  conflict,  issuing  in  entire  Restful 
Dependence  on  His  FATHER'S  Will.  "  The 
LORD  GOD  will  help  Me :  therefore  shall  I  not 
be  confounded  ;  therefore  have  I  set  My  Face 
like  a  flint,  and  I  know  that  I  shall  not  be 
ashamed."  f 

Watch  HIM,  when  tossed  and  tempted,  in  this 
busy  nineteenth  century  life  !  "  We  have  not  a 
High  Priest  which  cannot  be  touched  with  the 
feeling  of  our  infirmities."  J  He  knows  what  a 
bitter  discipline  it  is,  by  which  GOD  makes  a  self- 
willed  child  of  Adam  say  "Amen"  to  His  deal 
ings.  He  knows  what  it  cost  Him,  when  His  own 
Hands  were  bound,  after  He  had  sung  the  Passover 
Psalm  with  His  disciples  :  "  Bind  the  Sacrifice 
with  cords,  yea,  even  unto  the  horns  of  the  altar.  "§ 
He  knows  what  it  is,  for  the  old  man  and  woman 
to  be  left  alone,  with  the  dark  shadows  falling 
around  them.  He  knows  what  it  is,  to  be  unable 
to  move  hand  or  foot ;  He  endured  it  Himself  on 
the  Cross,  as  the  myriad  insects  of  that  Eastern 
clime  hovered  around  Him,  and  the  nails  were 
driven  through  those  sacred  Hands,  so  that  they 
could  not  move,  and  the  Face  was  left  to  be  gazed 
at !  He  knows  what  it  is,  when  the  poor  suffer 
ing  woman  shrinks  from  the  look  of  even  those 
that  love  her  best, — shrinks  from  the  gaze  of  love 
itself,  upon  her  dying  agony.  For  He  knows 
what  it  cost  HIM  to  hang  there,  with  the  ribald 

*  St.  Luke  ix.  51.     St.  Mark  x.  32.  f  Isa.  1.  4-7. 

\  Ileb.  iv.  15.  §  Ps.  cxviii.  27.    St.  Mark  xiv.  26. 
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mob  gazing  at  Him  !  "  They  stand  staring  and 
looking  upon  Me  !  " 

He  drank  that  cup  of  suffering,  that  He  might 
know  what  yon  feel,  when  you  are  left  alone ;  if 
people  seem  to  be  tired  of  you,  in  your  old  age ;  if 
you  no  longer  have  the  power  to  concentrate 
your  mind  on  your  reading  and  your  prayers,  as- 
you  once  did.  HE  knows  what  it  is,  to  feel 
helpless !  -f- 

And  He  knows,  having  Himself  been  tempted, 
—blessed  be  His  Name  ! — every  assault  of  Satan. 
He  knows  all  Satan's  rage.  He  knows  how  the 
Devil  lays  hold  of  us,  trying  to  make  us  im 
patient,  to  make  us  lose  self-restraint ;  to  make  us 
anticipate  "  the  morrow/'  thus  breaking  the  Law 
of  the  Kingdom,  instead  of  abiding  patiently  in 
our  GOD  for  to-day,  knowing  that  the  duties  of 
to-morrow,  if  we  live  to  see  it,  shall  be  revealed, 
and  the  grace  given,  when  to-morrow  comes. 
There  is  not  a  great  crisis  of  our  life,  nor  a  little 
trial  of  the  hour,  that  our  Blessed  LORD,  our 
Almighty  SAVIOUR,  has  not  tasted,  drinking  the 
cup  to  its  very  dregs. 

[0  HOLY  GHOST,  inspire  my  words  !  Breathe, 
through  these  faltering  sentences,  Thine  own  om 
nipotent  life  !  0  HOLY  SPIRIT,  kindle  in  our 
hearts  the  calm  trust,  the  quiet  restfulness,  of 
Dependence  upon  GOD  !] 

My  brethren,  I  see  it  in  the  Bible,  and  I  have 
watched  it  in  the  lives  of  some  of  GOD'S  Saints  on 
earth,  that  hourly  Dependence  on  GOD  in  trifles, 
and  the  Rest  that  it  brings;  the  quiet  committing 
of  the  care  to  Him,  even  if  the  spirit  may  have 
*  Ps.  xxii.  17.  t  Ps.  Ixix.  1-3,  8,  20 ;  xxii.  1-15. 
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been  disturbed  for  a  while ;  the  casting  of  the 
burden  on  Him,  saying  :  "Even  so,  FATHER,  for 
so  it  seemeth  good  in  Thy  sight." 

And  it  is  this  thought — of  the  Sympathy  of 
CHRIST — which  helps  us,  most  of  all,  "  to  enter 
into  that  Rest."  This  it  is,  which  nerves  us  to 
bear  the  discipline  ;  to  remain  patient  in  the  fire, 
while  GOD  is  melting  the  old  stubborn  iron,  that 
He  may  mould  it  into  new  and  beautiful  forms, 
fashioned  after  the  likeness  of  the  Blessed  Ones 
in  Paradise.  This  it  is,  which  enables  us  to 
"  labour  to  enter  into  that  Rest:"  it  is  not 
merely  the  thought  that  CHRIST  suffered,  and 
suffered  more  than  we  can  suffer;  but  the 
thought  that  He  is  "the  Same,  yesterday,  and 
to-day,  and  for  ever  : "  that  He  remembers  what 
He  felt  in  His  own  sufferings,  as  Man ;  and 
knows  the  help  which  each  sufferer  will  need, 
in  each  special  trial. 

"  When  thou  passest  through  the  waters," 
He  has  said,  "  I  will  be  with  thee :  when  thou 
walkest  through  the  fire,  thou  shalt  not  be 
burned."*  This  is  tender  enough!  But  He 
says  yet  more  than  this.  "He  shall  sit  as  a 
Refiner  and  Purifier  of  silver"^ 

When  silver  is  to  be  refined  and  purified,  the 
fire  must  be  heated  till  all  the  dross  is  burnt  out  ; 
till  the  Refiner  can  see  that  the  ore  is  pure,  by 
finding  his  own  face  reflected  back  from  the 
purified  metal.  But  if,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
fire  is  heated  more  than  the  silver  can  bear,  the 
precious  ore  is  wasted. 

And  so,  our  great  Refiner,  JESUS  CHRIST,  sits 
*  Isa.  xliii.  2.  t  Mai.  iii.  3. 
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by  the  side  of  each  of  you  ;  and  He  watches, 
to  see  how  much,  every  year,  you  can  bear. 
Preachers  and  Teachers  may  make  mistakes,  and 
think  that  you  can  bear  far  more  than  your  poor, 
weak,  suffering,  human  nature  is  able  to  endure. 
But  One  sitteth  by  you,  like  unto  the  Son  of 
Man,  with  the  pierced  Hands  and  the  wounded 
Side  :  "  HE  shall  sit  as  a  Refiner  and  Purifier  of 
silver." 

May  GOD  help  you  to  recognize  it,  my  brother, 
when  the  dark  hours  come,  and  the  power  of  the 
Devil  is  realized  ! 


THE    COMMUNION    OF    SAINTS/ 


ADDRESS  IY. 

FIRST  SUNDAY  AFTER  CHRISTMAS,  1878. 


THIS  has  been  such  a  blessed  week ;  with 
Christmas  Day,  and  then  St.  Stephen,  and  St. 
John,  and  the  Holy  Innocents !  Each  day  has 
brought  its  special  teaching. 

First,  we  have  St.  Stephen,  dying  amid  the 
noise  of  the  battle-field,  the  voices  of  the  people 
clamouring  for  his  destruction ;  the  great  stones 
falling  upon  him,  as  he  kneeled  down  and  cried 
with  a  loud  voice,  "  LORD,  lay  not  this  sin  to 
their  charge ! "  It  was  very  glorious,  to  be  the 
first  Martyr. 

And  then,  there  are  the  Holy  Innocents ; 
little  children,  taken  away  to  be  with  JESUS 
CHRIST  ;  beautiful,  simple,  guileless,  but  know 
ing  nothing  of  the  glorious  strength  that  we  feel, 
when  we  have  fought  hard,  and  conquered. 

So  different  are  the  Saints,  one  from  another ! 
There  are  many  members,  yet  but  one  Body :  — 
many  soldiers,  yet  but  "  one  Army  of  the  Living 
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GOD."  Each,  has  his  own  mark  :  but  all  of  them 
—all  of  whom  we  read  in  the  Gospels,  and  Acts, 
and  Epistles, — with  this  one  exception,  I  think, 
of  the  Hbly  Innocents, — were  engaged  in  fight 
ing,  even  as  we  are  fighting,  against  the  world, 
and  the  flesh,  and  the  Devil.  This  it  is,  which, 
makes  their  lives  so  real  to  us,  and  so  intensely 
helpful. 

There  is  one  Saint  of  whom  we  were  thinking, 
last  week,  who  is  different  from  all  the  others  : 
St.  John.  He  represents  to  us  the  life  of  Con 
templation. 

He  was  of  an  impulsive  temperament,  by 
nature  ;  our  LORD  surnamed  him  and  his  brother, 
"Boanerges, — the  sons  of  thunder."  On  one 
occasion,  you  remember,  they  wished  to  call 
down  fire  from  Heaven,  to  consume  the  people 
who  would  not  receive  JESLTS  CHRIST  ;  and  He 
rebuked  them,  saying,  "  Ye  know  not  what 
manner  of  spirit  ye  are  of."*  There  was  fire 
in  St.  John's  natural  heart :  you  can  trace  that 
hidden  fire  all  through  his  Epistles.  For  in 
stance  :  "If  we  say  we  have  not  sinned,  we  make 
GOD  a  liar!"  And  again:  "If  a  man  say,  I 
love  GOD,  and  hateth  his  brother,  he  is  a  liar."^ 
If  you  look  quietly  through  his  Epistles,  you  will 
see  that  this  Apostle  had  a  nature  that  would 
have  struck  hard,  if  left  to  itself ;  though  he 
had  been  helped  so  to  discipline  himself  that,  by 
the  power  of  the  HOLY  SPIRIT,  it  w^as  restrained, 
and — to  some  degree — hushed  to  rest. 

Hence,  the  repose  of  his  Epistles.  The  whole 
tone  of  these  Epistles,  and  also  of  his  Gospel, 
*  St.  Luke  ix.  51-50.  f  1  St.  John  i.  10;  iv.  20. 
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written  under  the  guidance  of  the  HOLY  SPIRIT, 
is  that  of  the  man  of  whom  wre  read  as  "  tying 
011  JESUS'  bosom;" — "the  disciple  whom  JESUS 
loved." 

And  if  this  be  so,  he  represents  to  us,  in  a 
special  manner,  the  life  of  the  Blessed  Ones  in 
Paradise ;  those  "  elder  brothers  and  sisters "  on 
whom  we  have  been  gazing,  this  Advent  season  ; 
for  their  life  is  a  life  of  Contemplation. 

Remember  what  has  been  already  said.  We 
are  part  of  a  great  "Family."  Our  elder  brothers 
and  sisters  are  out  of  sight ;  a  thin  veil  hides 
them  from  us.  But  they  are  close  to  us ;  they 
are  round  about  us,  as  a  "cloud  of  witnesses." 
They  see  us,  and  know  us,  and  love  us.  Probably, 
they  mingle  their  intercessions  with  ours.  They 
are  allowed  to  minister  to  us,  it  may  be,  under 
the  Angels.  But  certainly,  on  the  word  of  GOD 
Himself,  they  are  one  with  us,  and  near  to  us. 
They  are,  even  as  tee  are,  "  in  CHRIST  :"  branches 
in  the  One  Vine,  members  of  the  One  Body : 
only,  they  have  been  set  free  from  certain 
difficulties  by  which  we  are  hindered. 

We  have  been  trying  to  look  at  their  lives, 
as  revealed  in  the  Bible ;  and  we  are  seeking, 
as  the  definite  result,  the  grace  to  go  forth  and 
copy  them,  in  the  life  of  Restful  Dependence,  of 
calm  Contemplation,  and  of  patient  waiting  and 
looking  for  the  Coming  of  CHRIST. 

To-day,  I  want  to  lead  your  thoughts  to  the 
life  of  CONTEMPLATION. 

To  "  contemplate  "  means,  literally,  to  surrey  ; 
to  mark  out  the  ground,  in  the  solemn  way  that 
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the  Romans  used  to  do,  for  a  temple  of  one  of 
their  gods.  It  is  something  different  from  merely 
looking  at  a  thing,  and  passing  on  :  it  is  a  solemn 
gaze ;  like  St.  Stephen's,  when  he  "  looked  up 
stedfastly  into  Heaven,  and  saw  the  glory  of 
GOD,  and  JESUS  standing  on  the  Eight  Hand  of 
GOD." 

This  is  what  the  Blessed  Ones  in  Paradise  are 
doing ;  and  this  is  what  we  also  are  called  to  do. 
"We  are  to  "run  with  patience  the  race  that  is 
set  before  us,  looking  unto  JESUS."  We  are  to 
"  consider  Him."  We  are  to  live  the  life  of 
Contemplation.  * 

Before  going  further,  some  Cautions  are 
needed ;  lest  Satan  turn  the  words,  even  if  they 
are  GOD'S  own  words,  into  a  stumbling-block. 

I.  This  life  of  Contemplation  is  titter  It/  different 
from  a  life  of  Sloth.     Remember  how  carefully 
we  worked  out  this  thought,  in  speaking  of  the 
life  of  "  Restful  Dependence."     There  is  no  place 
in  the  Kingdom  of  GOD,  either  on  earth,  or  in 
Paradise,  for  idle  hands  and  sluggish  hearts. 

II.  This  life  of  Contemplation  is  offered,  m  its 
essence,  to  all ;  though  of  course  there  are  some 
whom  our  LORD  JESUS  CHRIST  calls  into  circum 
stances  wherein  they  can  develop  this  life  more 
than  others  can  do. 

There  are  some — not  better,  nor  worse,  than 
others — who  are  called  to  what  is  technically 
described  in  books  as  "  the  contemplative  life." 
They  have  the  blessed  privilege  of  being  able  to 
contemplate  GOD  "  without  distraction,"  in  the 
*  Heb.  iii.  1 ;  xii.  1-3. 
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quiet  of  some  holy  "Home,"  or  in  the  solitude 
of  their  own  chamber.  But  GOD  does  not  call 
every  one  to  this  kind  of  life.  And  all  that  I 
have  to  say  to  you  about  the  life  of  Contemplation 
would  be  utterly  wearying  and  unreal  to  you,  if 
it  referred  only  to  persons  living  in  a  "Sister 
hood"  or  the  like.  There  are  differences  in 
natural  temperament,  and  in  circumstances,  and 
in  the  calls  of  GOD,  now,  as  when  our  LORD 
JESUS  CHRIST  was  upon  earth.  One  man  was 
called  to  leave  all  and  follow  Him ;  while  to 
another,  who  prayed  that  he  might  be  "  with 
Him/7  JESUS  said:  "Go  home  to  thy  friends." * 
He  never  spoke  of  the  one  life  as  being  "  higher  " 
than  the  other,  or  more  "  practical "  than  the 
other ;  He  simply  told  them  what  to  do,  and  they 
did  it :  and  the  blessing  came  to  each  of  them,  as 
it  comes  to  us  also,  when  we  listen  to  the  call  of 
GOD. 

Probably,  there  are  some  in  this  church  to 
whom  that  special  call  will  come,  but  has  not 
come  as  yet.  Do  not  be  afraid  of  that  call.  Do 
not  fear  that,  if  it  comes,  you  will  be  unable  to 
respond  to  it.  Remember  that,  with  the  call,  our 
LORD  gives  the  grace  to  obey  ;  so  that  it  becomes 
the  joy  of  their  life,  to  work  for  Him,  and  to  con 
template  Him,  in  this  special  way.  His  boundless 
Love  clears  away  obstacles  for  those  who  are 
really  called,  and  removes  difficulties,  if  only  they 
are  not  impatient,  but  wait  upon  Him,  to  know 
His  Will. 

Two   great   hindrances  to  this  knowledge  of 

*  St.  Luke  ix.  59-02:  xviii.  22.  St.  Mark  i.  17-20; 
v.  18, 19. 
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His  Will  are  Impatience  and  over-talk.  Let  those 
who  think  that  they  have  received  this  special  call 
from  GOD,  carefully  avoid  these  two  evils.  Let 
them  "  study  to  be  quiet ; "  more  obedient  than 
ever  to  their  father  and  mother,  more  loving  to 
their  brothers  and  sisters,  more  anxious  to  dis 
charge  faithfully  the  little  duties  of  common 
place  life ;  and  then,  if  He  wants  them,  He  knows 
where  to  find  them,  and  at  any  moment  He  can 
take  away  all  the  obstacles,  and  set  them  free  to 
serve  Him  in  this  special  way. 

But,  I  repeat,  the  life  of  Contemplation  is 
offered  to  all,  in  its  essence.  Every-one,  what 
ever  the  outward  surroundings,  may  enjoy  a 
certain  measure  of  this  Contemplation  of  GOD. 
It  is  the  secret  of  true  activity  and  endurance,  in 
ordinary  life.  I  have  known  a  great  mill-owner, 
who  had  to  see,  one  after  another,  from  morning 
till  night,  all  the  ordinary  tiresome  people  of  every 
class  with  whom  such  men  have  to  deal.  At  first, 
it  drove  him  nearly  mad :  but,  by  practising  the  life 
of  Contemplation,  all  things  became  materials  with 
which  to  feed  that  life ;  so  that  in  his  busiest  days 
he  often  received  the  greatest  blessing,  and  was  as 
happy  as  when  quite  alone  with  GOD,  without  the 
"  distraction  "  of  his  work  ! 

If  you  would  only  try  to  take  ten  minutes  a 
day  for  this  Contemplation  of  GOD,  you  would  find 
what  a  pleasant  and  blessed  thing  it  is.  All  busy 
men  who  have  tried  it  have  found  the  advantage 
of  it.  Try  it,  for  one  year !  Take  your  Bible 
and  Prayer-book,  in  your  own  room,  away  from 
the  place  where  you  write  your  letters  and  do 
your  work.  If  you  cannot  find  anything  to  say, 
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to  begin  with,  say  aloud  a  few  words  out  of  your 
Prayer-book,  or  out  of  your  Bible,  such  as  some 
of  the  prayers  that  holy  men  used,  when  they 
spoke  to  GOD.  Or  if  you  feel  as  St.  John  felt 
when  he  lay  at  the  feet  of  our  LORD  "  as  dead,"* 
only  say :  "0  GOD,  I  can  feel  nothing,  and  I  can 
do  nothing:  have  mercy  on  me,  for  JESUS  CHRIST'S 
sake.  Glory  be  to  the  FATHER  !  Glory  be  to  the 
Sox  !  Glory  be  to  the  HOLY  GHOST  !  "' 

Ttike  care  not  to  lay  upon  yourselves  unneces 
sary  burdens.  Do  not  attempt  more  prayers  than 
your  time  and  strength  allow.  "Pie  remembereth 
that  we  are  but  dust."  "  If  there  be  first  a  ready 
mind,  it  is  accepted  according  to  that  a  man  hath, 
and  not  according  to  that  he  hath  not."f 

And  above  all,  beware  of  a  fidgety,  fussy  kind 
of  religion.  Do  not  be  over-anxious.  You  know 
what  ruin  Satan  works,  by  disturbing  the  minds  of 
earnest  Christians  with  spiritual  anxiety.  "  Have 
I  attained  the  higher  life  ?  How  can  I  know 
whether  I  have  ?  "  &c.,  &c.  A  great  saint  was 
once  asked,  "  How  can  I  live  the  higher  life  ?  " 
And  he  answered:  "  My  child,  go  and  live  the 
lower  life,  and  GOD  will  teach  you  the  higher 
life." 

Practise  Humility,  while  you  pray  GOD  to  fill 
ou  with  the  seven- fold  gifts  of  the  HOLY  GHOST. 
y  to  Him,  over  and  over  again,  as  you  walk,  or 
sit  down,  or  wherever  you  may  be,  "  I  beseech 
Thee,  0  LORD,  pour  Thy  Grace"  into  my  heart !  " 
But  be  content  to  be  the  last  of  all,  and  the  least 
of  all.  Do  not  be  ill-tempered  with  yourself, — 
and  even  with  GOD, — because  you  seem  to  be  the 
*  Key.  i.  17.  t  Ps.  ciii.  14.  2  Cor.  viii.  12. 
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last  and  the  least  of  the  saints.  Never  give  way 
to  that  proud  unbelief  which  sounds  like  humility : 
"  I  shall  never  be  any  better  !  I  have  put  it  off 
too  long  ;  I  am  too  weak/7  &c.,  &c.  Think  of 
GOD,  not  of  Self.  Think  what  GOD  is,  and  what 
GOD  can  do.  Never  dare  to  say  that  GOD  cannot 
make  you  to  be  numbered  among  the  highest  of 
the  saints,  in  one  year,  if  desirable.* 

"  For  stronger  even  than  my  sin, 
Is  Thy  great  power  to  cure." 

GOD  knows,  better  than  we  do,  what  is  really 
good  for  us.  Our  prayer  should  simply  be, — alike 
for  soul  and  body, — "  Give  us  this  day  our  daily 
bread."  Sometimes,  He  sees  that  a  very  little 
grace  is  best  for  us ;  that  if  we  had  more,  it  might 
turn  our  heads,  and  make  us  begin  to  despise 
other  people.  If  we  find,  therefore,  that  we  have 
to  take  the  lowest  place,  let  us  take  it  quietly,  and 
thank  GOD  that  it  is  no  worse.  Thank  GOD  that 
even  this  place  is  found  for  you.  "  In  everything 
give  thanks."  And  then,  some  day,  the  Morning 
Star  shall  arise  upon  you,  and  the  beautiful  glory 
shall  never  be  hidden  for  all  Eternity. 

We  have  set  before  us  the  life  of  Contempla 
tion.  We  have  been  thinking  of  St.  John,  and  of 
the  "  great  multitude  whom  no  man  can  number," 
standing  with  him,  "before  the  Throne  and  before 
the  Lamb."  What  are  they  doing, — now,  while  I 
am  speaking  ?  They  are  contemplating  GOD. 

In  Revelation  vii.  4-8,  and  xiv.  1-5,  we  read 

*  See  2  Cor.  ix.  8  ;  zii.  9.    Gal.  ii.  20. 
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of  the  Saints  of  the  Old  Covenant.  "  They  sang  " 
—  literally,  they  are  singing  — "  a  new  song," 
before  the  Throne,  and  before  the  twenty-four 
Elders. 

In  Revelation  iv.  4, 10,  11,  and  v.  8,  9,  10,  14, 
and  vii.  9—17,  and  xi.  16-18,  and  xv.  2-4,  we  find 
the  other  half  of  the  Blessed  Ones  ;  the  Saints  of 
the  New  Testament : — our  own  people — those 
whom  we  have  loved ;  and  all  the  "  great  multi 
tude"  gathered  in  since  Pentecost. 

"The  four  and  twenty  Elders  fall  down  before 
Him  that  sat  on  the  Throne,  and  worship  Him 
that  liveth  for  ever  and  ever,  and  cast  their 
crowns  before  the  Throne,"-— all  their  glory,  all 
that  they  have  and  arc,  saying :  "  Thou  art 
worthy,  O  LORD,  to  receive  glory  and  honour  and 
power,"  &c.  "Thou  art  worthy  to  take  the  Book, 
and  to  open  the  seals  thereof ;  for  Thou  wast 
slain,  and  hast  redeemed  us  to  GOD  by  Thy 
Blood,"  &c.  And  then,  we  read  of  silent  adora 
tion  :  they  lie  there  before  Him,  only  seeking  to 
be  allowed  to  "  see  His  Face."  "The  four  and 
twenty  Elders  fell  down  and  worshipped  Him 
that  liveth  for  ever  and  ever."  In  the  seventh 
chapter,  we  hear  the  "  great  multitude  "  singing : 
•"  Salvation  to  our  GOD  which  sitteth  upon  the 
Throne,  and  unto  the  Lamb!"  And  again  we 
read,  in  chapter  xi. :  "The  four  and  twenty  Elders 
fell  upon  their  faces,  and  worshipped  GOD,  saying, 
We  give  Thee  thanks,  O  LORD  GOD  Almighty, 
which  art,  and  wast,  and  art  to  come."  And  once 
more,  in  the  fifteenth  chapter,  we  see  them,  the 
victory  won,  standing  "  on  the  sea  of  glass,  having- 
the  harps  of  GOD;  and  they  sing  the  song  of  Moses 
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the  servant  of  GOD,  and  the  song  of  the  Lamb, 
saying,  Great  and  marvellous  are  Thy  works, 
LORD  GOD  Almighty :  just  and  true  are  Thy 
ways,  Thou  King  of  Saints." 

Then,  later  on,  we  have  that  sublime  passage 
in  Rev.  xix.  "  A  voice  came  out  of  the  Throne, 
saying,  Praise  our  GOD,  all  ye  His  servants,  and 
ye  that  fear  Him,  both  small  and  great. "  Observe, 
it  is  in  the  face  of  one  of  the  most  terrible  visions, 
— one  of  the  most  awful  mysteries.  The  unfaith 
ful  wife,  the  false  Church,  consisting  of  mere  out 
ward  professing  Christians,  has  been  judged.  The 
cry  rises  up:  "  Babylon  is  fallen !  "  No  more  shall 
be  heard  in  her  the  sound  of  sweet  music,  pealing 
forth  in  the  great  Sanctuary :  "  the  voice  of 
harpers  and  musicians  shall  be  heard  no  more  at 
all  in  thee,"  &c.*  And  then,  "after  these  things, 
I  heard  a  great  voice  of  much  people  -f"  in  Heaven, 
saying,  Alleluia !  Salvation,  and  glory,  and 
honour,  and  power,  unto  the  LORD  our  GOD  ;  for 
true  and  righteous  are  His  judgments.  And 
again  they  said,  Alleluia  !  And  her  smoke  rose 
up  for  ever  and  ever.  And  the  four  and  twenty 
Elders  fell  down  and  worshipped  GOD,  saying, 
Amen,  Alleluia !  " 

0  mystery !  Those  tender-hearted,  gentle, 
loving  ones,  whom  you  and  I  have  known,  are 
absorbed  in  the  Contemplation  of  GOD,  satisfied 
with  His  Love  and  Truth  and  Holiness,  even 
while  they  see  the  fire  of  His  judgments  !  "  They 
fell  down  and  worshipped  GOD,  saying,  Amen, 
Alleluia." 

*  Rev.  xviil.  2,  22,  23. 

t  Revised  Version:  "A  great  multitude." 
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Are  we  not  beginning  to-day,  my  brethren,  by 
the  help  of  thoughts  like  these,  to  realize  what  is 
meant  by  the  words  in  the  old  Psalm :  "  Praise 
waiteth  for  Thee,  O  GOD,  in  Zion  ?  " 

There  is  not  time  to  follow  out  in  detail  the 
results  of  this  Contemplation  of  GOD.  Briefly, 
they  are  these. 

1.  By  contemplating  GOD,  the  Saints  in  light 
gain  power  to  worship.    "The  LORD  GOD  Almighty 
and  the  Lamb  are  the  Temple  thereof."     All  that 
is  around  them  excites  them  to  worship.* 

2.  They  gain  power  to  work.     "  His  servants 
shall  serve  Him."    Their  life  is  two-fold,  like  that 
of  the  Angels  their  "  fellow- servants,"  of  whom 
we  read  that  they  "  worship  Him,"  and  that  they 
are  sent  "  forth  to  minister. "•(•     To  look  at  Him  is 
to  gain  strength  for  action. 

3.  They  gain  Penitence,  as  they  look  on  Him. 
Here  you  have  the  truth  which  Rome  has  carica 
tured  in  her  "  Purgatory."     If  we  know  the  Love 
of  GOD,  we  cannot  look  back  upon  even  a  wasted 
hour   without    sorrow,    even    here.      And    those 
blessed  Saints  gain  a  yet  deeper  penitence,  by  the 
fuller  revelation  of  His  unutterable  Love.     They 
see  His  Face  ;  they  look  upon  Him  Whom  once 
they  pierced ;    and  they  see  their  past  sins  and 
negligences  and  'ignorances  so  as  they  never  saw 
them  before.     "Against  Thee  have  I  sinned! — 
Thou  wast  slain,  and  hast  redeemed  us  to  GOD  by 
Thy  Blood!" 

4.  And  then,  from  gazing  upon  GOD,  there 

*  Eev.  iv.  2-11 ;  v.  8  ;  xi.  16;  xix.  4. 
t  Bev.  vii.  11 ;  xxii.  9.    Heb.  i.  6, 14. 
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comes  Assimilation.  They  are  "like  Him/'  for 
they  "  see  Him  as  He  is."'  This  is  now  true, 
of  some  who  were  struggling  by  our  side,  two 
or  three  Advents  ago.  They  are  "with  CHRIST," 
now ;  and  they  are  "  like  HIM." 

But  observe  :  the  Saints  in  light  do  not  con 
template  GOD  for  the  sake  of  winning  this  power 
for  worship,  and  work,  and  penitence,  and  holi 
ness.  They  contemplate  GOD,  simply  for  the  sake 
of  knowing  Him, — of  gazing  into  that  Face  of 
perfect  Holiness  and  unutterable  Love.  This  is 
their  life :  to  see  GOD  ;  to  worship  and  adore  Him, 
saying,  "  Holy,  Holy,  Holy  !" 

This  is  their  life ;  and  we  are  to  copy  them,  in 
our  life  oil  earth.  All  our  secular  cares, — the 
letters,  the  interruptions,  &c.,  in  the  lives  of  the 
very  busiest  and  the  most  worried  among  us — can 
be  used  by  GOD,  if  only  we  have  the  courage  to 
seek  the  life  of  Contemplation.  The  very  things 
that  seem  threatening  to  crush  us  can  be  made 
stepping-stones,  to  lift  us  up  to  closer  fellowship 
with  GOD. 

And  so, — by  this  Contemplation  of  GOD,  we 
also  shall  gain  seven  gifts,  at  least :  power  to  wor 
ship  ;  power  to  work,  and  see  a  dignity  in  the 
common-place ;  power  for  a  deeper  penitence,  as 
we  look  on  Him  Whom  we  have  pierced ;  power 
to  suffer,  as  we  "  consider  HiM;"f  power  for  self- 
surrender  ;  power  to  persevere  ;  and  the  power  of 
assimilation. 

There  is  not  time  to  dwell  upon  these  seven 

*  1  St.  John  iii.  2. 

t  Heb.  xii.  3.     1  St.  Peter  ii.  21 ;  iii.  17, 18 ;  iv.  1, 12,  13. 
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results  in  detail.     The   three   last   will  serve  as 
illustrations. 

We  gain  the  power  for  Self -Surrender.  From 
this  Contemplation  comes  a  surrender,  such  as  no 
pressure  from  without — no  preaching,  no  out 
wardly  "separate  life" — can  effect.  "Neces 
sity  "  is  laid  upon  us, — an  inward  necessity  ; 
the  constraining  power  that  comes  by  gazing* 
on  GOD  in  CHRIST.  He  attracts ;  we  follow. 
"JjORD,  I  will  follow  Thee  whithersoever  Thou 
goest."* 

Theiice  also,  we  gain  Perseverance;  strength 
to  endure ;  that  power  to  hold  on,  which  is  the 
hardest  thing  of  all,  for  some  of  us.  We  look  oji 
the  Eternal  GOD  ;  we  think  of  the  depths  of  a 
past  Eternity,  and  of  the  Eternity  beyond  this 
life  ;  we  read  and  digest  the  strong  words  of  the 
Athanasian.  Creed ;  till  we  feel  that  we  can 
endure  unto  the  end, — whatever  the  secular 
cares,  the  drudgery,  the  work,  the  manifold 
temptations,  around  us  now, — in  the  power  of 
the  Eternal,  Omniscient,  Incomprehensible  GOD.~(* 

And  then  comes  that  strange  power  of  A.ssi- 
mihitioti !  As  we  contemplate  GOD, — as  we  gaze 
on  His  .Righteousness,  His  Justice,  His  Truth, 
His  Love,  we  become  "  like  Him/' — righteous, 
just,  true,  loving.  "  Beholding  as  in  a  glass  the 
glory  of  the  LOUD,"  we  are  "  changed  into  the 
same  image,  from  glory  to  glory."  J  Let  me 

*  St.  Luke  ix.  57.  Isaiah  vi.  1-8.  St.  John  x.  3, 4,  27;  I 
xii.  ;i2.  Rom.  xi.  ;W,  to  xii.  1.  1  Cor.  ix.  1C.  '2  Cor.,v. 
14,  15.  Phil.  iii.  7-10. 

t  Beat,  xxxiii.  27.  Ps.  xc.  ],  2.  Isa.  xxvi.  4.  2  Tim.' 
i.  12.  liev.  ii.  8-10.  2  Cor.  iii.  18. 
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give  you  an  example.  Every  one  was  struck 
with  the  Justice  of  a  Bishop's  "  Charge/'  lately 
issued :  and  one  of  his  closest  friends  said :  "  It 
is  an  instance  of  a  Law  in  the  spiritual  life.  The 
Justice  of  GOD  had  especially  fastened  upon  his 
mind :  not  the  Love  of  GOD,  nor  the  Truth  of 
GOD,  but  His  Justice."  And  so,  by  gazing  upon 
the  Justice  of  GOD,  it  flowed  down  into  his  own 
being,  and  he  became,  in  this  respect,  like  GOD. 

But  behind  all  this, — beyond  all  the  help  and 
blessing  that  we  gain  for  ourselves,  by  the  Con 
templation  of  GOD, — is  GOD  HIMSELF.  Like  the 
Blessed  Ones,  we  are  to  look  on  Him, — to 
contemplate  Him, — for  His  own  sake.  "  Whom 
have  I  in  Heaven  but  Thee?"  "He  will  rest- 
He  will  be  silent — in  His  Love."  "  0  rest  in 
the  Lord ; — be  silent  to  the  LORD  ! "  * 

"  Father  of  Jesus,  Love's  reward, 

What  rapture  will  it  be 
Prostrate  before  Thy  Throne  to  lie, 
And  gaze  and  gaze  on  Thee  !" 

For  this  Contemplation,  we  have  to  train  our 
selves  :  not  as  though  we  had  already  attained, 
or  were  already  perfect.  GOD  knows  how  far 
from  perfection  we  are  !  But  we  are  going  on 
with  our  training ;  and  GOD  will  continue  the 
education,  on  the  other  side  of  the  Yeil.  Age 
after  age,  we  shall  go  on  knowing  GOD  more,  and 
becoming  more  able  to  "  see  GOD  "  and  to  love 
Him.  All  that  is  "of  the  earth,  earthy,"  will 
be  gone.  "  Now,  we  see  through  a  glass,  darkly ; 

*  Ps.  Ixxiii.  25.     Zeph.  iii.  17.     Ps.  xxxvii.  7. 
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but  then,  face  to  face  :  now,  I  know  in  part ;  but 
then  shall  I  know  even  as  also  I  am  known." ' 

Meanwhile,  how  are  we  to  train  ourselves  in 
the  life  of  Contemplation  ? 

I  say  nothing  more  about  fellowship  with  the 
Blessed,  as  a  part  of  this  training  ;  because  it  has 
been  our  special  subject  throughout,  in  these 
Addresses.  It  is  a  great  help,  in  trying  to  con 
template  GOD,  to  think  of  those  whom  we  love,  in 
Paradise,  as  doing,  more  heartily  and  perfectly, 
what  we,  on  earth,  are  only  imperfectly  trying 
to  do. 

And  I  say  nothing  about  Holy  Communion, 
now ;  because  the  Addresses  given  on  that  sub 
ject,  last  Advent,-)-  will  supply  what  is  needed,  if 
you  apply  the  teaching  to  the  point  which  we 
are  now  considering.  Nothing  brings  spiritual 
deadness  so  quickly  as  careless  Communions ;  but 
nothing  so  fills  us  with  "  the  Divine  Nature,"  J 
enabling  us  to  "  see  GOD,"  §  as  Holy  Communion, 
when  reverently  and  frequently  received.  Many 
of  you,  I  think,  who  keep  away  through  fear  of 
irreverence,  would  gather  life  and  strength  from 
more  frequent  Communions. 

Let  me  now  briefly  bring  before  you  three 
ways  by  which  we  may  train  ourselves  in  the 
life  of  Contemplation.  You  know  them  already. 
Observe  how  the  same  principles  hold  good,  at 
every  stage  of  the  spiritual  life.  Without 
intending  it,  we  seem  led  back  to  the  simple 
Instructions  given,  some  years  ago,  to  those  who 

*  1  Cor.  xiii.  12. 

t  "Two  Addresses  to  Communicants."    (  Wells  Gardner.) 

t  2  St.  Pet.  i.  4.  §  St.  Matt.  v.  8. 
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were  seeking  to  learn  "the  Way  of  Salvation."* 
Apply  each  point  to  the  subject  now  before  us. 

I.  We  must  use  our  WILT/. 
II.  We  must  use  the  WOIID  of  GOD. 
III.  We  must  depend  upon  the  HOLY  SPIRIT. 

I.  We  must  use  our  WILL.     Only  one  illus 
tration  can   be   given,    now.     GOD    gives  us  the 
power   of   using   our   Will,    by   remaining   in  a 
place,  or  not  remaining  in  it.     And  so,  whenever 
we  seek  to  contemplate  GOD,  we  must  resolve  at 
least, — if  it  be  for  ever  so  short  a  time, — to  keep 
our  body  quiet.     "  Let  the  tumult  of  the  flesh  be 
hushed; — hushed,  the  images  of  earth;  yea,  let 
the  very  soul  be  hushed  to  herself,  and  by  not 
thinking  on  herself,  be  able  to  surmount  self;  — 
hushed,  all  dreams  and  imaginary  revelations:  — 
hushed,  every  tongue,   every  voice! — HE   made 
me:    HE  lives!"     We   must   "be   still,"— from 
the  world,  the  flesh,  and  the  Devil.     It  is  then, 
that  GOD  is  revealed ;  it  is  then,  that  we  learn  to 
say  :  "  My  GOD,  how  wonderful  Thou  art !  "-|- 

II.  We  must   use   the  WORD  of  GOD.     We 
cannot   maintain    the    contest   merely   with   the 
human  Will.     For  "no  man  hath   seen  GOD  at 
any    time  ;    the   only-  begotten    SON, — He   hath 
declared  Him."     It  is  only  in  CHRIST,  that  we 
can  look  upon  GOD.     Therefore,  if  we  are  seeking 
to  know  GOD, — to  look  upon  GOD,  we  must  study 
the  life   of  CHRIST   on   earth,  until   we   become 
accustomed  to  think  about   it.     "He   that   hath 
seen  Me  hath  seen  the  FATHER."  J 

*  "Instructions  in  the  Way  of  Salvation."  (Wells  Gardner.) 
t  Hymns  A.  &  M.     No.  160.  J  St.  John  i.  18;  xiv.  0. 


"The  Communion  of  Saints."          73 

It  is  a  great  help  to  take  such  passages  as 
Isaiah's  vision,*  and  our  LORD'S  interview  with 
St.  Thomas,  and  with  Mary  Magdalene.-f-  Think 
of  yourself  as  alone  with  Him,  hearing  Him 
speaking  to  you  and  calling  you  by  your  own 
name.  Try  to  look  up  at  Him  in  your  heart, 
and  speak  to  Him.  "llabboni!" 

Here  let  me  say  a  word  as  to  the  use  of  sacred 
photographs  and  pictures.  They  are  very  helpful, 
to  look  at,  before  you  begin  to  speak  to  GOD  ;  but 
put  them  all  away,  when  you  actually  begin  to 
pray  or  meditate,  and  try  to  look  straight  up  to 
HIM.  Nothing  helps  us  more,  I  think,  than  to 
look  up  into  the  sky,  right  away  through  the 
clouds,  as  it  were,  to  that  strange  measureless 
distance  which  is  so  wonderful !  "  Unto  THEE 
lift  I  up  mine  eyes,  0  Thou  that  dwellest  in  the 
heavens  !"J 

Take  your  Bible,  and  use  Bible  words, —  such 
words  as  holy  men  of  old  used  in  speaking  to 
GOD, — and  you  will  gain  wonderful  help  in  the 
Contemplation  of  GOD.  The  Psalms  are  full  of 
such  passages.  "6V///  uuto  GOD,  0  how  wonderful 
art  Thou  in  Thy  works  !"  "  Marvellous  are  Thy 
works!"  "Thou  art  fairer  than  the  sons  of 
men!  Full  of  grace  are  Thy  lips!"  "How 
excellent  is  Thy  Mercy,  O  GOD!"  &c.§ 

Hymns  are  also  useful.  Only,  you  must  be 
careful  in  the  selection  of  them,  when  you  are 
trying  to  contemplate  GOD.  Do  not  take  the 

*  Isa.  vi.  1-8.     St.  John  xii.  41. 

t  St.  John  xx.  11-17,  26-29. 

j  Ps.  cxxiii.  1.     St.  John  xi.  41  ;  xvii.  1. 

§  Psalms  Ixvi.,  cxxxix.,  xlv.,  xxxvi. 
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hymns  that  hring  up  self,  but  those  that  dwell 
on  GOD.  Leave  that  poor  wretched  self,  for 
awhile  !  Leave  all  the  hymns  that  speak  of  what 
you  feel,  or  ought  to  feel, — however  beautiful 
and  helpful  they  may  be,  in  their  way, — and 
take  some  of  those  grand  hymns  that  lead  your 
thoughts  up  to  GOD  ;  such  as  Hymn  169 :  "  My 
GOD,  how  wonderful  Thou  art !" — or  Hymn  160  : 
"Holy,  Holy,  Holy;"  or  the  "Veni  Creator," 
changing  "  our  "  into  "  my ;"  e.g.,  "  Come,  HOLY 
GHOST,  my  soul  inspire."  Or  you  can  use  the 
"  Te  Deum;"  thinking  carefully  of  what  you 
say.  "We  praise  Thee,  0  GOD  ! — I  praise  Thee, 
O  GOD,  in  CHRIST  ;  I  acknowledge  Thee  to  be 
the  LORD.  0  help  me  to  praise  Thee  !  Pour 
fresh  life  into  my  heart,  that  I  may  be  able  to 
praise  Thee  !  It  is  meet  and  right  that  I  should 
praise  Thee,  saying,  Holy,  Holy,  Holy,  LORD 
GOD  of  hosts;  Heaven  and  earth  are  full  of  the 
majesty  of  Thy  glory!"  This  is  more  safe,  for 
many  of  us,  than  rapturous  expressions. 

Take  care  to  be  true,  in  speaking  to  GOD. 
Do  not  use  other  people's  words,  that  are  not 
real,  to  you.  I  do  not  mean  by  this,  that  you 
are  not  to  use  any  written  prayers ;  only,  above 
all  things,  be  true  and  sincere.  Do  not  say : 
"  0  GOD,  I  love  Thee,"  when  you  do  not  love 
GOD.  Say  only  what  is  true :  e.g.  "  O  GOD.  I 
desire  to  love  Thee."  If  you  can  do  nothing 
else,  you  can  lie  there,  and  look  up  to  GOD,  and 
say,  "  GOD  be  merciful  to  me  a  sinner!"  Only, 
be  true.  Truth  is  the  very  foundation  of  the 
Christian  life. 

By  the  light  of  the  Bible,  find  fresh  materials 
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for  adoration,  where  the  world  and  the  flesh  and 
the  Devil  find  only  stumbling-stones.  "  0  praise 
GOD  in  His  Holiness!" 

For  instance  :  when  terrible  things  happen, 
and  other  people  are  utterly  upset,  turn  those 
very  things  into  a  ground  for  adoration.  "  A 
mysterious  event,"  the  world  says: — and  it  is 
right,  in  one  sense.  But  the  child  of  GOD 
says : — "  O  my  GOD,  how  wonderful  Thou  art ! 
Thy  way  is  in  the  sea,  and  Thy  path  in  the  great 
waters.  Clouds  and  darkness  are  round  about 
Thee,  but  Righteousness  and  Judgment  are  the 
habitation  of  Thy  Throne.  This  is  a  mysterious 
event ;  I  cannot  understand  why  Thou  allowest 
such  things,  but  I  know  that  Thou  continuest 
holy.  Shall  not  the  Judge  of  all  the  earth  do 
right?  O  the  depth  of  the  riches  of  Thy 
Wisdom  and  Knowledge !  How  unsearchable 
are  Thy  judgments,  and  Thy  ways  past  find 
ing  out!"*  A  great  saint  once  said  that  he 
never  felt  so  near  to  GOD  as  when  he  knelt 
down,  unable  to  pray,  and  could  only  say,  "  O 
the  depth!" 

And  even  when  we  have  sinned,  and  feel  very 
weak,  spiritually, — weakened  by  that  fall, — we 
can  say :  "  O  GOD,  how  merciful  Thou  art ! 
How  awful  is  Thy  glory  !  I  cannot  understand 
it,  but  Thou  hast  said  that  I — even  such  a  one 
as  I — am  the  Temple  of  the  HOLY  GHOST  ! 
Thou  hast  said  that  Thou  lovest  me,  and  desirest 
that  I  should  be  presented  to  Thee  without  spot 
or  stain  of  sin.  Who  is  a  GOD  like  unto  Thee, 

*  Ps.  Ixviii.  32-35 ;  Ixxvii.  13,  14,  10 ;  xxii.  3.  Rom. 
xi.  33. 
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that  pardoneth  iniquity  ?  Thou  deliglitest  in 
mercy !  Thou  castest  all  my  sins  into  the 
depths  of  the  sea!"* 

Use  any  such  language  that  will  bring  the 
Word  of  GOD  to  bear  upon  the  soul,  in  all  its 
varying  needs. 

III.  We  must  depend  upon  the  HOLY  GHOST, 
the  special  "  LORD  "  of  this  Dispensation.!  Even 
at  those  times  >  when  we  lie  "dead,"  as  it  were, 
and  evil  thoughts  course  through  our  minds,  that 
we  should  be  ashamed  to  bring  out  even  before 
our  dearest  and  most  trusted  friends ; — when  all 
the  principalities  and  powers  of  evil  seem  gathered 
around  us,  and  there  seems  nothing  left  for  us 
but  to  lie  down  and  die  in  our  misery, — even 
then,  we  can  find  ground  for  adoration.  "  Glory 
be  to  Thee,  0  HOLY  GHOST  !  I  lie  dead,  so  far 
as  self  is  concerned ;  nevertheless  I  live,  in 
Christ.  Glory  be  to  Thee,  0  GOD  the  HOLY 
GHOST  !  Thou  art  the  Giver  of  Life.  If  Thou 
givest  life,  I  live.  Or  if  Thou  leavest  me  '  dead/ 
for  even  a  whole  year,  Amen  !  Just  and  true 
are  Thy  ways,  0  LORD  GOD  Almighty!" 

They  are  very  awful,  brethren, — those  seasons 
of  deadness.  But  GOD  knows  that :  and  GOD  is 
glorified  in  them.  And  then,  when  GOD  sees 
that  the  fire  is  too  hot,  the  Blessed  SPIRIT  comes, 
and  reveals  GOD  to  us  a  little,  and  then  a  little 
more.  The  more  our  life  is  robbed  of  its  joy  and 
music,  the  more  we  feel  our  need  of  the  Kingdom 
of  Heaven.  And  presently,  by  GOD'S  mercy,  we 
may  come  to  the  cry  of  the  martyr,  "  LORD  JESTJS, 

*  Micah  vii.  18,  19.  t  2  Cor.  iii.  17. 
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receive  my  spirit;"  and  Heaven  will  open,  and 
the  spirit  return  to  GOD  Who  gave  it. 

So,  with,  our  Bible  in  our  hands,  and  depend 
ing  011  the  HOLY  SPIRIT,  let  us  often  look  back 
over  our  past  lives,  in  fellowship  with  GOB  and 
the  Blessed  Ones.  They  remember  the  Past ;  let 
us  remember  it  too,  and  rise  with  them  to  trustful 
Contemplation.  "  0  GOD,  why  had  I  such  hap 
piness  ?  Why  had  I  that  joy,  that  blessing? 
Why  was  I  baptized  ?  Why  was  I  saved  ?  0 
GOD,  how  infinite  is  Thy  Love !  How  marvellous 
the.  way  in  which  I  was  brought  to  know  Thee  ! 
Who  is  a  GOD  like  unto  Thee,  that  hast  Thy 
dwelling  so  high,  and  yet  humblest  Thyself  to 
behold  the  things  that  are  in  heaven  and  in 
earth !  Who  am  I,  0  LORD  GOD,  that  Thou 
hast  brought  me  hitherto  ?" 

The  passage  which  contains  these  words  will 
be  very  helpful  to  us,  when  we  are  beginning  to 
contemplate  GOD.  "  Then  went  King  David  in, 
and  sat  before  the  LORD,  and  he  said :  Who  am 
I,  O  LORD  GOD,  and  what  is  my  house,  that  Thou 
hast  brought  me  hitherto  ?  Is  this  the  manner  of 
man,  O  LORD  GOD  P  Wherefore  Thou  art  great, 
0  LORD  GOD  !  There  is  none  like  Thee !  Let 
Thy  Name  be  magnified  for  ever  !" 

My  brethren,  GOD  is  a  Father  to  us,  and 
CHRIST  is  a  Husband,  and  the  HOLY  GHOST  is  a 
Friend ;  and>  therefore,  the  FATHER  and  the  SON 
and  the  Blessed  SPIRIT  delight  in  our  drawing  near, 
and  living  a  life  of  Contemplation :  evermore 
praising  Him,  and  saying,  "  Holy,  Holy,  Holy." 
*  2  Sam.  vii.  18-29. 
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Is  it  not  the  joy  of  the  earthly  father,  when 
the  son  loves  his  society?  Is  it  not  the  joy  of 
the  mother,  as  she  watches  over  the  little  one,  to 
see  the  child's  eyes  fixed  silently  on  her,  with 
deep  unutterable  child-love?  What  joy  does  a 
husband  feel  on  earth,  like  the  joy  that  GOD 
gives  him,  when  he  knows  that  he  is  loved? 

Lift  up  your  hearts  unto  the  LOUD  !  Pray 
GOD  that,  as  a  Body  of  Communicants,  we  may 
arise,  and  go  to  our  FATHER,  in  the  higher, 
deeper  sense.  Thank  GOD  that  He  loves  !  "Yea, 
I  have  loved  thee,  with  an  everlasting  Love ; 
therefore  with  Loving- kindness  have  I  drawn 
thee."'  GOD  has  prepared  a  people,  from  the 
first  dawn  of  Creation,  to  know  Him,  and  to  love 
Him,  and  to  rejoice  with  Him  and  gaze  upon 
Him  for  evermore.  "  This  people  have  I  formed 
for  Myself;  they  shall  shew  forth  My  praise."  "(• 
Thank  GOD  that  you  have  a  Father,  a  Husband, 
a  Friend,  in  Him ;  and  that  He  is  willing  to 
reveal  Himself  to  you,  because  He  is  GOD,  and 
because  He  loves  to  be  known  and  to  be  loved  ! 

*  Jer.  xxxi.  3.  t  Isa.  xliii,  21.    Eph.  i.  4-12. 
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SECOND  SUNDAY  AFTER  CHRISTMAS, 
JANUARY  5,  1870. 


WE  have  been  considering  some  of  the  marks  by 
which  our  "elder  brothers  and  sisters,"  delivered 
from  the  burden  of  the  flesh,  and  waiting  in 
Paradise,  are  distinguished.  We  have  seen  that 
if  we  wish  to  be  like  them,  we  must  try  to  pass 
out  of  the  spirit  of  the  mere  energetic  earnest 
Christian, — working  for  "  results  "  in  this  life, 
and  expecting  to  see  ideals  satisfied  here, — into 
the  spirit  of  restful  Dependence,  and  calm  Con 
templation  of  GOD,  and  patient  waiting  for 
CHRIST. 

To-day,  we  have  to  consider  the  last  of  the 
three  points  thus  suggested  for  our  consideration  : 
""  waiting  for  the  Coming  of  our  LORD  JESUS 
CHRIST." 

Observe,  in  passing,  that  in  the  Greek,  the 
word  which  is  translated  "  Coming  "  simply 
means  the  lifting  up  of  a  veil, — 
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as  in  1  Cor.  i.  7 ;  or  the  Manifestation  of  His 
Presence, —  -apovma,  the  word  used  in  1  Cor. 
xv.  23;  1  Thess.  ii.  19;  iii.  13  ;  iv.  15;  v.  23; 
2  Thess.  ii.  1,  8 ;  St.  James  v.  7,  8  ;  2  St.  Peter 
i.  16  ;  iii.  4,  12 ;  1  St.  John  ii.  28.  It  is  the 
uplifting  of  a  curtain,  as  it  were,  which  now 
conceals  His  Presence;  not  the  "Coming"  as 
from  a  distance. 

Our  "  elder  brothers  and  sisters/'  in  Paradise, 
are  waiting  for  the  Appearing  of  our  LORD  JESUS 
CHRIST.  Of  this,  there  can  be  110  doubt. 

I  need  not  quote  that  passage  in  Ilev.  vi.  9, 
10,  so  often  used  in  this  connection,  though  the 
interpretation  may  be  correct.  We  know  by  an 
instinct  that  all  who  have  passed  out  of  sight 
since  CHRIST  ascended  into  Heaven — the  Saints 
and  Martyrs  and  Confessors,  and  those  whom  we 
ourselves  have  known  and  loved,  must  be  longing 
for — desiring,  with  calm,  stedfast  expectation— 
the  Manifestation  of  JESUS  CHRIST.  We  are  sure 
that  they  must  desire  it,  for  the  following  reasons. 

I.  They  are  not  yet  complete.  They  have 
not  yet  attained  to  their  "  perfect  consummation 
and  bliss,  both  in  body  and  soul."  Therefore, 
even  on  the  lowest  and  most  selfish  grounds,— 
if  there  could  be  selfishness  in  Paradise! — they 
must  desire  His  Coining.  St.  Paul  said  that  "  to 
depart  and  to  be  with  CHRIST  "  was  "  far  better," 
than  to  remain  on  earth.*  But  he  also  spoke  of 
something  better  still,  than  "to  be  absent  from 
the  body,  and  to  be  present  with  the  LORD." 
He  said :  "  We  that  are  in  this  tabernacle  do 
*  Phil.  i.  23. 
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groan,  being  burdened  :  not  for  that  we  would  be 
un-clothed,  but  clothed  upon,  that  mortality  might 
be  swallowed  up  of  life."  In  other  words :  We 
desire,  not  to  put  off  this  mortal  body,  but 
rather,  to  have  it  transformed — "  changed  "  into 
a  glorious  Resurrection-body,  at  CHRIST'S  Ap 
pearing.  We  are  willing  to  live  here  till  CHRIST 
shall  return ;  so  that,  instead  of  a  transition- state 
being  necessary,  we  may  be  "  changed,"  "  in  a 
moment/'  from  the  corruptible  to  the  incor 
ruptible  ;  from  this  body  of  humiliation  and 
weakness,  to  the  body  of  glory  : — "  clothed  upon, 
with  our  house  which  is  from  Heaven."* 

II.  They  must  desire  to  meet  us  again.  We 
know  how  they  loved  us,  when  they  were  on 
earth.  We  know  how  we  loved  them.  We 
know  what  we  were  to  each  other.  And  of 
course,  they  love  us  now !  All  their  identity 
would  be  lost, — we  should  be  talking  of  mere 
dreamy  abstractions, — if  we  could  conceive  it 
possible  that  they  were  not  themselves  !  And  if 
they  are  still  the  same,  they  love  us,  and  they 
desire  to  meet  us  again.  Only,  they  desire  it 
calmly ;  not  with  the  feverish  temperament  of 
fallen  humanity,  but  with  the  calm,  purified, 
stedfast  spirit  of  those  who  look  into  the  Face 
of  JESUS  CHRIST,  and  are  satisfied.  For  they 
are  "  delivered  from  the  burden  of  the  flesh," 
and  from  the  burden  of  an  uncertain  to-morrow, 
as  they  restfully  look  up  into  that  Face  of  Love 
unutterable,  f 

*  2  Cor.  v.  1-4.     Phil.  iii.  20,  21.     1  Cor.  xv.  51-54. 
t  1  Cor.  xiii.  12. 

G 


82          "The  Communion  of  Saints.'1 

CHRIST  Himself  loved  all;  and  yet,  in  a 
special  manner,  He  "  loved  Martha,  and  her 
sister,  and  Lazarus."*  Ho  loved  all  His  dis 
ciples  ;  yet  St.  John  was  bound  to  His  human 
spirit  with  a  peculiar  tie.-)-  And  so,  the  Blessed 
Ones  are  not  the  less  holy,  because  they  still  love, 
and  long  to  meet  again,  those  who  are  left  behind 
to  fight  the  battle  and  to  win  the  crown. 

III.  They  must  long  to  we  us  set  free  from  the 
burden  of  life.     0  how  they  must  be  pitying  you, 
feeling  for  you,  loving  you, —  aye,  ten  thousand 
times  more  than  they  ever  loved  you  before, — 
when  they  see  you  perplexed;  when  you  stand 
alone  on  the  side  of  Truth ;  when  they  see  how 
you    miss   them, — what   you   would   give   to   be 
allowed  to  take  counsel  with  them,  just  for  one 
half-hour,  in  a  time  of  difficulty  ! 

My  brethren,  lift  up  your  hearts !  Think 
how  they  must  be  praying  for  the  Advent  of 
CHRIST  ;  how  they  must  be  longing  for  the  Day 
when  the  King  will  come  back ;  when  all  your 
earthly  perplexities  and  entanglements  will  cease, 
and  your  wilderness  journey  over  the  rough 
stones  in  the  dark  night  will  be  ended ! 

IV.  But  all  this  passes  out  of  sight,  in  com 
parison  with  their  desire    to   see  JESUS   glorified; 
to  see  His  honour  vindicated.     Think  how  they 
must    yearn    to    see   JESUS    CHRIST    no    longer 
"  patronized," — no   longer  tossed  aside  by  men, 
because  He  does  not  condescend  to  explain  every 
mystery !     Think  how  they  must  desire,  with  a 

*  St.  John  xi.  5.  t  St.  John  xxi.  20. 
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pure  and  unselfish  love,  to  see  CHRIST  no  longer 
tumbled,  and  His  Bride  no  longer  despised; — 
to  see  Him  acknowledged  as  King  of  kings  and 
Lord  of  lords ; — to  see  the  kings  of  the  earth 
bringing  their  glory  and  honour  into  His  Pres 
ence,  and  the  mightiest  conquerors  among  the 
sons  of  men  casting  down  their  crowns  before 
His  Throne  ! 

Yes,  my  brethren,  there  is  no  doubt  about  it, 
if  you  study  your  Bible.  For  those  Blessed  Ones 
are  like  CHRIST  ;  and  CHRIST  often  spoke  of  His 
Second  Coming.  They  are  filled  with  the  HOLY 
GHOST  ;  and  the  Apostles,  when  filled  with  the 
HOLY  GHOST,  wrote  all  those  passages  which  we 
find  in  the  Acts  and  the  Epistles,  about  our 
LORD'S  Appearing ;  opening  out  to  us  such 
wonderful  teaching,  right  on  to  that  glorious 
passage  at  the  end  of  the  Revelation :  "  Surely, 
I  come  quickly." — "  Amen !  Even  so  come, 
LORD  JESUS!" 

"  The  LORD  is  not  slack  concerning  His  pro 
mise."  At  the  very  time  when  scoffers  shall  be 
saying,  "  Where  is  the  promise  of  His  Coming?" 
—when  the  world  shall  have  persuaded  itself  that 
it  would  be  impossible  for  CHRIST  to  come  again 
in  their  day, — then,  He  shall  appear.* 

The  more  we  study  our  Bible,  the  more  we 
shall  see  how  all  the  inspired  Apostles  and 
Prophets  and  Teachers,  and  our  LORD  Himself, 
are  ever  lifting  our  eyes  above  death,  above 
separation,  above  the  grave,  to  that  word  of 
promise :  "  SURELY,  I  COME  QUICKLY." 

*  St.  Matt.  xxiv.  36-44.     1  Thess.  v.  1-3.    2  St.  Peter 
iii.  9,  10. 
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How  then,  my  brethren,  are  we  to  rise  to 
this  spirit?  How  are  we  to  live  in  the  glorious 
atmosphere  of  those  who  realize  that  the  KING 
may  come  back  at  any  moment  ? 

First  of  all,  however,  let  me  remind  you  that 
we  must  not  be  impatient  and  vexed  with  our 
selves, —  and  even  with  GOD, — because,  in  a  few 
years,  we  seem  to  have  made  so  little  progress. 
I  am  speaking  to  you  as  fellow-travellers,  on  a 
long  and  difficult  journey.  It  is  very  difficult ; 
and  the  world  tries  us,  and  our  own  evil  nature 
hinders  us,  all  the  way.  We  have  "  need  of 
patience."* 

Now  remember  what  was  said  last  time  about 
the  WILL,  and  the  WORD  OF  GOD,  and  the  HOLY 
GHOST.  Apply  that  teaching,  with  a  little 
alteration,  to  this  day's  subject.  Bring  your 
WILL  to  bear  upon  it.  Thank  GOD  for  your 
BIBLE,  and  use  your  Bible.  Honour  the  HOLY 
GHOST. 

I.  USE  YOUR  BIBLE.  This  can  be  done  in 
two  ways.  Study  any  simple  passages  which 
speak  of  the  Second  Advent  of  CHRIST  ;  and  then, 
turn  them  into  Prayer  and  Thanksgiving. 

1.  Study  them.  Take,  for  instance,  the  simpler 
portions  of  the  Book  of  Revelation.  Take  a  pas 
sage,  and  try  to  understand  its  meaning.  A 
great  deal  of  the  Book  of  Revelation  is  perfectly 
easy  to .  understand.  Every-one  ought  to  read 
it.  Our.  LORD  says  of  it :  "Blessed  is  he  that 
readeth."*  Read  it,  and  pray  over  it;  ask  GOD 
to  help  you  to  understand  it;  try  to  see  more  of 
*  Heb.  x.  36.  *  t  Her.  i.  3. 
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the  meaning,  as  you  go  on.     "  The  entrance  of 
Thy  Words  giveth  light,"* 

2.  Turn  them  into  Prayer  and  Thanksgiving,  in 
the  way  of  direct  address  to  GOD  Himself.  Your 
soul  will  be  strengthened,  when  GOD  helps  you  to 
look  up  straight  to  Him,  and  address  Him  in 
Bible  words.  Take,  for  instance,  such  a  passage 
as  Isaiah  Ixiii.  1,  and  say  :  "  Who  art  THOU  that 
comest  from  Edom,  glorious  in  THINE  apparel, 
travelling  in  the  greatness  of  THY  strength  ? 
It  is  THOU,  my  GOD  !  THOU  speakest  in  right 
eousness  !  THOU  art  mighty  to  save  ! "  Or  take 
some  other  passage  from  the  Prophets,  or  the 
Psalms,  or  our  LORD'S  last  Discourse,  or  the 
Epistles.  For  instance :  "  Lift  up  your  heads, 
<)  ye  gates,  that  the  King  of  Glory  may  come 
forth  !  THOU  art  the  King  of  Glory,  O  CHRIST  ! 
Come,  LORD  JESUS,  and  all  the  Saints  with  Thee ! 
Oather  Thy  Saints  together  unto  Thee ! ,  Come, 
with  ten  thousand  of  Thy  Saints,  and  receive  us 
unto  Thyself!"  "Be  Thou  exalted,  LORD,  in 
Thine  own  strength ;  so  will  we  sing,  and  praise 
Thy  power."  "  0  that  the  salvation  were  given 
unto  Israel  out  of  Zioii!"  "O  that  Thou 
wouldest  deliver  Thy  people  out  of  captivity!" 
"  O  that  Thou  wouldest  rend  the  heavens,  that 
Thou  wouldest  come  down ! "  f  Open  your 
Bible ;  and  instead  of  only  reading  about  JESUS 
CHRIST  coming  in  His  Glory,  use  the  words  that 
GOD  has  given  you  in  that  holy  Book,  as  the 

*  Ps.  cxix.  l:JO. 

t  Ps.  xxiv.  7-10.  St.  Matt.  xxv.  .'51.  Rev.  xxii..20. 
Zecli.  xiv.  5.  1  Thess.  iii.  II}.  Ps.  1.  5.  St.  Jude  14. 
St..  John  xiv.  3.  Ps.  liii.  7  ;  xxi.  13.  Isa.  Ixiv.  1. 
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language  of   reverent   address   to   the   Incarnate 
GOD  Himself. 

From  time  to  time,  take  some  of  our  Church 
Hymns,*  and  use  them  in  the  same  way :  for 
instance,  that  grand  old  Hymn,  No.  49  : 

"0  come,  0  come,  Emmanuel!" 
or  a  simple  Hymn,  such  as  No.  203 : 

"  Thou  art  coining,  0  my  Saviour  ! 
Thou  art  coming,  0  my  King  ! " 

And  use  some  of  the  old  Church  Prayers,  out 
of  your  Prayer-Book :  such,  for  instance,  as  that 
beautiful  Prayer  in  the  Burial  Service  :  "  That  it 
may  please  Thee  shortly  to  accomplish  the  num 
ber  of  Thine  Elect,  and  to  hasten  Thy  Kingdom;" 
and  the  Collects  for  the  1st  and  3rd  Sundays  in 
Advent,  and  6th  Sunday  after  Epiphany.  Accus 
tom  yourself  to  say,  solemnly,  to  our  LORD  Him 
self,  after  thinking  what  the  words  mean  :  "I 
believe  that  THOU  shalt  come ;  I  look  for  THY 
Coming,  and  for  the  Resurrection  of  the  Dead, 
and  for  the  Life  of  the  World  to  come." 

Pray,  at  Holy  Communion,  for  grace  to  "shew 
forth  the  LORD'S  Death  till  He  come  ;  "  that  there 
may  be  to  you  a  real  meaning  in  these  words:  "A 
perpetual  Memory  of  His  precious  Death,  until 
His  coming  again." 

II.  HONOUR  THE  HOLY  GHOST.  He  alone  is 
the  Giver  of  "  Hope."-)-  It  is  He  Who  teaches  us 
to  look  and  long  for  the  Appearing  of  our  LORD. 

*  Hymns  Ancient  and  Modern.  t  Rom.  xv.  13. 
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It  is  He  Who  "maketh  intercession  for  the  saints 
according  to  the  Will  of  GOD."* 

Here  let  me  remind  you  that  the  HOLY  SPIRIT 
is  spoken  of  as  interceding  within  us,  in  direct 
connection  with  hoping  and  praying  for  the  Ad 
vent  of  CHRIST.  That  deep  mysterious  passage 
tells  of  the  whole  Creation  groaning  and  travailing 
in  pain  ;  and  then  the  holy  writer  goes  on  to  say 
that  we  also,  the  children  of  GOD,  who  have  the 
first-fruits  of  the  SPIRIT,  groan  within  ourselves, 
waiting  for  "  the  redemption  of  our  body  :  "  i.e., 
at  the  Coming  of  CHRIST.  And  then  he  says  that 
"  the  SPIRIT  also  helpeth  our  infirmities :  "  that 
we  know  not  what  to  ask  for,  but  that  the  HOLY 
SPIRIT  teaches  the  Church  how  to  pray  according 
to  the  Will  of  GOD,  making  intercession  in  her 
with  groanings  which  cannot  be  put  into  human 
language ;  groanings  unutterable ;  inward  longings, 
that  are  but  feebly  expressed  in  the  cry,  "  Come, 
LORD  JESUS  !  " 

Therefore,  if  we  would  rise  to  this  higher  life, 
of  looking  for  and  hasting  unto  the  coming  of  the 
Day  of  GOD,  we  must  seek  to  co-operate  with  GOD 
the  HOLY  GHOST  :  jealously  guarding  our  will, 
that  we  may  never  pass  out  of  the  Fellowship  of 
the  HOLY  GHOST  : — never  allowing  ourselves, 
when  meditating  or  speaking  on  such  a  subject,  to 
be  long  without  flying  back  as  it  were  into  the 
over-shadowing  Presence,  and  at  least  saying  in 
our  hearts:  ''The  Grace  of  our  LORD  JESUS 
CHRIST,  and  the  Love  of  GOD  the  FATHER,  and 
the  Fellowship  of  the  HOLY  GHOST,  be  with  me !" 

The  HOLY  SPIRIT,  like  the  "wise  Householder," 
*  Rom.  viii.  2G. 
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brings  out  of  CHRIST'S  Humanity,  wherein  are 
hidden  all  the  treasures  of  the  GODHEAD,*  "  things 
new  and  old."  The  HOLY  SPIRIT  helps  the 
natural  self  to  "  decrease,"  that  the  CHRIST  in  us 
may  increase  more  and  more.  He  loves  to  pass 
out  of  sight,  in  His  tender  Love  for  the  LORD 
JESUS  CHRIST.  "He  shall  testify  of  Me."  "He 
shall  glorify  Me;  for  He  shall  receive  of  Mine, 
and  shall  shew  it  unto  you."f  He  loves  to  dwell 
with  the  Bridegroom  and  the  Bride; — to  reveal  to 
the  poor  struggling  Church,  the  eternal  power 
and  glory  and  wisdom  and  strength  of  Him  Who 
has  said — not  to  individuals  one  by  one,  but  rather 
—  to  the  individual  as  m  the  Body  :  "  Thy  Maker 
is  thy  Husband."  J 

0  HOLY  SPIRIT,  glory  be  to  Thee,  for  our 
Baptism  ;  for  our  Confirmation ;  for  those  Com 
munions  ;  for  that  first  awakening,  for  that  first 
joy  and  peace  in  believing  !  Glory  be  to  Thee, 
for  bringing  us  back,  when  we  had  gone  astray ! 
Glory  be  to  Thee,  W^ho  hast  never  left  us, — Who 
art  dwelling  in  us,  now !  Glory  be  to  the  FATHER, 
and  to  the  Sox,  and  to  the  HOLY  GHOST  ! 

III.  WE  MUST  USE  OUR  WILL.  Only  in  fellow 
ship  with  the  HOLY  GHOST,  can  we  dare  to  use  our 
Will;  but  we  must  use  it,  for  we  are  to  be  fellow- 
workers  with  Him.§ 

1.  There  must  be  Submission. 

We  must  submit,  as  to  "  the  times  and  the 
seasons."  "  Of  that  day  and  hour  knoweth  no 

*  Col.  ii.  3,  «J.  f  St.  John  xv.  26  ;  xvi.  14. 

}  Isa.  liv.  5.  §  Phil.  ii.  12,  13. 
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man ;  no,  not  the  Angels  of  Heaven,  but  My 
FATHER  only.'7*  As  He  will,  and  when  He  will ! 
We  must  not  attempt  to  bind  the  CHRIST  to  any 
fixed  period,  as  to  His  Second  Advent,  however 
we  may  respect  the  Teacher  by  whom  the  theory 
is  propounded. 

And  we  must  submit,  as  to  Feelings.  We  must 
submit  to  be  humbled  by  times  and  seasons  of  utter 
dryness  in  our  own  souls,  or  even — as  GOD  allowed 
St.  Peter  to  be  humbled, — by  some  fall, — after 
glorious  meditations  011  the  subject  that  we  have 
been  considering  this  Advent ! 

It  is  a  blessing  for  those  to  whom  GOD  has 
given  it, — the  power  of  great  rapture  ;  the  strong 
"  emotional  "  temperament.  But  there  is  danger 
in  that  temperament :  we  are  tempted  to  be  led 
into  mistakes,  by  the  mere  natural  emotion ;  by  the 
rapturous  feelings  brought  to  bear  upon  religious 
and  exalted  themes, — such  as  the  Second  Advent 
of  our  LORD, —  merely  in  the  power  of  the  old 
nature.  That  old  nature  must  be  yielded  to  GOD, 
to  do  with  it  what  seemeth  Him  good.  Some- 
timeSj  He  takes  it  and  transforms  it,  so  that  one 
who  had  a  dull  nature  becomes  one  of  the  brightest 
and  most  spiritual  of  Christians.  Sometimes,  while 
He  sanctifies  it,  He  leaves  its  own  special  type 
upon  it,  to  a  great  extent,  even  to  the  end.  It 
matters  little,  what  kind  of  flower  or  fruit  we  bear, 
if  only  we  are  "  trees  of  righteousness,  the  plant 
ing  of  the  LORD,"  that  He  may  be  glorified.-f 

We  must  submit ;  that  is  the  important  thing : 
there  must  be  submission  in  everything,  from  the 

*  Acts  i.  7.     St.  Matt.  xxiv.  3G. 
t  Isa.  Ix.  115,  21  ;  Ixi.  .'!. 
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beginning  to  the  end.  When  you  come  to  die, 
nothing  will  help  you  but  to  have  learnt  to  sub 
mit.  Feelings  may  go  ;  the  power  of  prayer  may 
go  ;  all  else  may  go  :  but  this  remains.  "  ]^ot  My 
Will,  but  Thine,  be  done !  " 

2.  There  must  be  Quietness. 

Our  hearts  must  be  "  mortified  from  all  worldly 
and  carnal  lusts."*  We  are  to  keep  ourselves 
"dead  "  to  the  world  and  the  flesh.  We  must  try 
to  keep  ourselves  as  unmoved  by  anything  in  this 
world — any  "  worldly  lusts,"  -i.e.,  worldly  desires  ; 
—  any  "carnal  lusts," — any  natural  desires,  any 
natural  impatience, — as  a  dead  body.  We  are  to 
"  use  the  world,  as  not  abusing  it ;"  i.e.,  not  using 
it  to  the  full.  GOD  does  not  want  us  to  cast  His 
blessings  away  from  us :  that  is  a  suggestion  of 
the  Devil.  Thank  GOD  for  the  bright  home  ! 
Thank  GOD  for  the  children,  the  husband,  the 
wife  !  Never  think  to  please  GOD,  by  caring  less 
for  them  ;  as  if  GOD  were  a  hard  Master,  who 
meant  us  to  snatch  the  joys  for  ourselves,  and 
take  to  Him  only  our  troubles!  But,  on  the  other 
hand,  do  not  let  the  home,  the  beautiful  things, 
the  money,  the  pleasure,  the  comforts,  or  anything 
you  enjoy,  obtain  too  great  a  hold  upon  you.  The 
moment  that  we  are  resting  upon  anything  in  this 
world,  we  are  in  danger.  Keep  a  "  cordon " 
round  you,  and  do  not  go  out  into  the  infected 
country.  "  I,  saith  the  LORD,  will  be  unto  her  a 
wall  of  fire  round  about,  and  will  be  the  glory  in 
the  midst  of  her."f 

*  Collect  for  the  Circumcision  of  CHRIST. 
t  Zech.  ii.  6. 
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3.  Form  tJic  habit  of  thinking  of  the  Saints. 
Love  them.  Dwell  on  their  love.  Think  of 
those  whom  you  loved  on  earth,  and  of  what  they 
are  doing  now.  When  any  are  taken  from  you 
whom  you  care  for,  as  Fellow  -  Communicants, 
accustom  yourself  to  begin  to  think  what  they  are 
doing ;  how  they  are  spending  their  life,  in 
Paradise. 

And  then, — if  you  have  thus  educated  your 
mind  to  think  of  that  other  world, — when  it  is 
some  one  very  dear  to  you  that  is  taken,  you  will 
be  able,  the  very  moment  that  the  spirit  passes 
away,  to  think  what  that  spirit  is  doing.  In  the 
chamber  of  death,  you  will  at  once  be  able  to  look 
at  the  body,  as  separate  fr^jn  the  spirit.  You  will 
think  how  happy  that  spirit  is,  now  that  it  is  free ; 
and  how  it  loves  you,  and  is  with  you,  still.  And 
as  you  pass  on  to  the  grave,  you  will  have  an  un 
seen  companion,  while  you  are  following  that  poor 
earthly  tabernacle ! 

All  this  may  sound,  at  first,  as  the  mere 
imagination  of  one  that  dreameth !  But  the 
Communion  of  Saints — the  life-long  practice  of 
this  contemplation  of  the  state  of  the  Spirits  in 
Paradise — is  one  of  GOD'S  own  means  of  pre 
paring  us  for  the  Coming  of  the  King.  Think 
of  them,  "even  now,"  as  described  in  Hymn 
386  : 

"  Yea,  even  now  they  ripen 

"  In  sunny  Paradise  : 

"  0  summer  land  of  Harvest, 

"  0  fields  for  ever  white, 
"  With  souls  that  wear  CHRIST'S  raiment, 

"  With  crowns  of  golden  light  !" 
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Dwell  upon  their  sympathy.  Think  how 
they  are  loving  you,  and  how  you  love  them, 
till  they  become  your  companions.  Think  of 
them,  when  you  are  tempted  to  be  cowardly. 
Think  of  them,  when  you  are  tempted  to  do 
anything  that  GOD  would  disapprove.  Let  theirs 
be  the  "public  opinion"  by  which  you  arc 
ruled ! 

If  they  left  anything  undone,  finish  it  for 
them.  If  any-one  was  unkind  to  them,  or  if 
they  were  unkind  to  any-one,  do  what  they  must 
now  desire ;  be  doubly  kind  to  that  person. 
Carry  on  the  work  that  they  began.  Think  of 
them,  and  live  in  fellowship  with  them.  Shew 
that  you  believe  in  their  living  Christianity ! 

4.  Rise  -up,  through  them,  to  JESUS  CHRIST 
Himself.  Even  as  here,  on  earth,  you  love  your 
wife,  your  husband,  your  children,  your  friend ; 
and  yet  you  look  up.  beyond  them,  and  say :  "  0 
GOD,  how  good  THOU  art,  in  giving  me  such  a 
wife,  or  husband,  or  child,  or  friend  !"•  — even  so 
rise,  in  heart  and  mind,  from  the  Saints  in 
Paradise,  to  the  King  of  Paradise,  and  King  of 
Saints.  "Whom  have  I  in  Heaven  but  Thee? 
and  there  is  none  upon  earth  that  I  desire  in 
comparison  of  Thee."  * 

Yes,  brethren,  in  everything,  and  through 
everything,  rise  up  to  JESUS  CHRIST;  and  through 
Him,  to  the  FATHER. 

Let  all  your  self -examinations  lead  you  up  to 
HIM.  If  you  merely  shut  up  the  book  and  end 
with  self,  instead  of  concluding  with  an  act  of 
*  Ps.  Ixxiii.  23. 
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Thanksgiving  and  Praise  to  CHRIST,  or  a  word  to 
CHRIST  about  His  Coming, — or  something,  what 
ever  it  be,  to  link  you  to  JESUS  CHRIST, — those 
self -examinations  will  only  make  you  more  and 
more  depressed.  Rise  up  from  everything,  and 
through  everything,  to  the  thought  of  CHRIST'S 
Second  Coming.  Strengthen  yourself  by  think 
ing  of  the  joy  that  is  so  near!  "The  GOD  of 
Peace  shall  bruise  Satan  under  your  feet,  shortly." 
"  Look  up,  and  lift  up  your  heads ;  for  your 
Redemption  draweth  nigh!" 

When  the  body  is  weak,  take  up  the  words  of 
Hymn  232,  ("  Light's  abode,  celestial  Salem/') 
and  think  how  glorious  it  will  be,  when  nothing 
will  have  power  to  weary  us  ;  when  nothing  will 
hinder  our  "  spiritual  body  "  from  being  the  com 
panion,  and  servant,  and  friend,  of  the  regenerate 
and  ransomed  spirit !  "  It  is  sown  in  weakness ; 
it  is  raised  in  power  ;" — "fashioned  like  unto  His 
glorious  Body!"  * 

"  0  how  glorious  and  resplendent, 
"  Fragile  Body,  shalt  them  be  !" 

Whenever  you  are  met  by  those  enigmas  of 
life  which  perplex  many  of  our  deepest  thinkers 
in  these  days,  remember  "  the  Promise  of  His 
Coming!"  "Yet  a  little  while,  and  He  that 
shall  come  will  come,  and  will  not  tarry." f 
"Be  ye  therefore  patient ;  stablish  your  hearts ; 
for  the  Coming  of  the  LORD  draweth  nigh."J 
"Judge  nothing  before  the  time,  until  the  LORD 

*  1  Cor.  xv.  42-44,  40,  54.     Phil.  iii.  20,  21. 
t  Heb.  x.  37.  J  St.  James  v.  7,  8. 
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come.  Who  will  bring  to  light  the  hidden 
things  of  darkness."  *  Say  unto  GOD,  "  O  how 
wonderful  art  Thou  in  Thy  works  !  How  won 
derful  it  will  be,  to  see  this  enigma  solved, — 
this  perplexing  aspect  of  Thy  dealings  made 
plain, —  this  mystery  of  iniquity  explained  ! 
How  glorious  will  it  be,  to  see  Order  and 
Law,  instead  of  a  lawless  world;  Angels  and 
Archangels,  Principalities  and  Powers,  in  a 
wonderful  order ;  loving  to  obey,  or  ruling 
with  temperate  and  loving  discipline!" 

"  O  the  majesty  of  Law  ! " — was  the  thought  of 
the  great  theologian  Hooker,  when  he  was  dying. 
When  those  around  him  asked  what  he  was  look 
ing  forward  to,  he  said :  "I  look  forward  to 
seeing  Law  and  Order  reigning  everywhere,  in 
the  new  Kingdom  of  GOD." 

When  iniquity  seems  to  abound,  and  the 
Church  is  divided,  and  heresies  are  increasing, 
then  look  up,  and  say :  "  O  my  LORD,  I  know 
that  THOU  art  coming ;  for  Thou  didst  foretell 
this.  Thou  didst  say  that  when  Thy  Advent 
should  be  drawing  near,  the  faith  of  Thy  Church 
would  hardly  exist ;  that  the  love  of  many  would 
wax  cold."f  Thou  hast  told  me  that  evil  will 
never  be  crushed,  until  the  Day  dawn,  and, 
instead  of  the  withering  blight  of  the  dark 
shadow  of  Death,  there  shall  be  seen  the  light 
and  the  glory  of  Thy  Advent  Kingdom.  0 
come  then,  LORD  JESUS  !  Come  quickly  ! " 

And  when  you  cannot  think  or  feel  or  pray, 
or  realize  anything,  or  care  about  anything,  at 

*  ICor.iv.  5;  xiii.  12. 

t  St.  Luke  xviii.  8.     St.  Matt.  xxiv.  12. 
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least  be  true.  Do  not  say  words  to  GOD  that  you 
do  not  mean.  Be  silent,  but  kneel  down  and 
worship ;  or  simply  say :  "  0  GOD,  help  me  to 
say,  Come  quickly,  LOUD  JESUS!" 

Strengthen  your  heart  by  this  uplifting 
thought.  Though  we  have  fellowship  with  the 
HOLY  SPIRIT  when  we  pray,  when  we  watch  for 
CHRIST'S  Coming  more  than  they  which  watch 
for  the  morning,  when  we  can  rejoice  in  the 
sound  of  His  approaching  footfall, — yet,  we 
have  the  closest  and  deepest  and  most  intimate 
fellowship,  when  we  can  only  lie  before  GOD 
like  dull,  inanimate  matter,  and  let  Him  in  n$ 
make  intercession,  with  groanings  that  cannot 
be  uttered ! 

When  the  loneliness,  and  the  darkness,  and 
the  wickedness,  and  the  suffering  of  our  own 
minds,  the  intellectual  difficulties,  the  spiritual 
perplexities,  the  inability  to  rise  up  even  to  our 
own  miserable  ideal, — have  wrung  out  from  us 
the  "  groaning "  of  the  spirit  unsatisfied  with 
earth,  that  can  find  nothing  to  quench  its 
immortal  thirst  on  this  side  the  grave, —  then 
indeed  arises  the  cry  which  the  HOLY  GHOST 
has  taught  us  to  utter:  "  COME,  LORD  JESUS, 

COME    QUICKLY  !" 
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